Deputy Premier 


Klimchuk retains Culture portfolio 


(UkrNews)—An MLA _ with 
strong connections to Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian community, who may 
be of Ukrainian origin, has been 
named Deputy Premier in the new 
cabinet of Alberta Premier Alison 
Redford, announced May 8. 

Former Education Minister 
Thomas Lukaszuk is the new Dep- 
uty Premier, but will not be respon- 
sible for a Ministry. Instead, he will 
be chairing the Operations Policy 
Committee, which will ensure that 
policies reflect Albertans’ needs 
and that government consults regu- 
larly with Albertans. 

“Thomas Lukaszuk will give a 
unique energy to the role of Deputy 
Premier and will help successfully 
drive the political agenda for this 
new government.” 

Lukaszuk, an immigrant from Po- 
land, says he may be of Ukrainian 
origin because his family comes 
from the historically Ukrainian 
eastern part of Poland and because 
of his surname, but is not sure. 

He nevertheless maintains close 
connections with the community, 
attending numerous events and fol- 
lowing developments both in the 
community and in Ukraine. 

As well, Heather Klimchuk, who 
is married to a Canadian of Ukrain- 
ian origin, retains her position as 
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Minister of Culture 

Klimchuk has been an active 
member of Alberta’s Ukrainian 
community. She served as com- 
munications director for Kupalo 
and St. Basil’s School of Ukrain- 
ian Dance, and a reading mentor at 
Glenora School. 

None of the three Progressive 
Conservative MLAs who are of 
confirmed Ukrainian origin — Gene 
Zwozdesky, Janice Sarich and 
Genia Leskiw — made it to cabinet. 

However, Zwozdesky, who has 
served in a number of cabin port- 
folios in the past, including Health 
and Education, is among the can- 
didates for Speaker of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Sarich was Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Minister of Education in 
the previous government. 

The positions of Parliamentary 
Secretaries were replaced by Asso- 
ciated Ministers. 

Redford said the new cabinet 
structure will change the way gov- 
ernment does business 

“This restructuring is about 
achieving our goals and aligning 
our workforce with the priorities 
of this government,” Redford said. 
“This new Cabinet structure allows 
us to focus on the things that matter 
most to Albertans — a strong fis- 
cal framework, caring for our most 
vulnerable citizens, promoting our 
resources, and solid consultation 
processes that ensure Albertans are 
heard.” 

“We have a good mix of new and 
experienced MLAs. This is a team 
that is committed to the positive, 
constructive plan that we put for- 
ward during the election campaign 
that will help to build Albertans’ 
future.” 

The new Cabinet will take the 
helm of a revitalized government 
structure that will target three pri- 
ority areas: 

¢ Investing in Families and Com- 
munities — Supporting healthy 
and strong families and commun- 
ities is an investment in Albertans 
and Alberta’s future. 

¢ Securing Alberta’s Economic 
Future — Making strategic in- 
vestments in both human capital 
and infrastructure to strengthen 
Alberta, grow our knowledge- 
inspired economy, and improve 
Alberta’s competitiveness in the 
global marketplace. 

- Advancing World-leading Re- 
source Stewardship — Developing 
our natural resources responsibly 
to protect our environment and 
grow our markets. 


Students raise funds for orphans 


Students at the Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian Studies in Edmonton raised $1,950 for the Ternopil 5 Children 5 
Orphanage in Ternopil, Ukraine during this year 5 fundraising efforts which culminated in a walk-a-thon from 
their home base at St. John’s Ukrainian Cultural Centre to the Alberta Legislature. Pictured above: Students 


from the Ivan Franko School pose by the monument commemorating the Centennial of Ukrainian Settlement in 


Canada on the Legislatures grounds with then-Minister of Education (now Deputy Premier) Thomas Lukaszuk 
and MLA Gene Zwozdesky. For more see page 9 of this issue. 


Tymoshenko ends hunger 
strike after move to hospital 


(RFE/RL)—A German special- 
ist who traveled to Ukraine to treat 
Yulia Tymoshenko says the jailed 
former prime minister has halted 
her hunger strike after nearly three 
weeks. 

Neurologist Lutz Harms says 
Tymoshenko’s recovery following 
her abstention from food could last 
up to one month. 

Ukrainian prison authorities 
transferred the former Orange 
Revolution heroine to a hospital 
earlier on May 9 amid concerns 
about her health. 

She is in Kharkiv to serve a 
seven-year sentence on abuse-of- 
office charges. 

Tymoshenko’s “transfer was con- 
ducted in an orderly fashion, in ac- 
cordance with our agreement with 
the international medical commis- 
sion, under the supervision of a 
German doctor, Professor Harms,” 
Ukrainian Deputy Health Minister 
Rayisa Moiseyenko told journalists 
earlier in the day. 

Tymoshenko, 51, launched the 
hunger strike on April 20 and has 
refused treatment from doctors 
employed by the Ukrainian penal 
system. She has complained of se- 


Tymoshenko supporters in Kharkiv on May 8 


vere back pain since her trial and 
conviction in October 2011. 

According to an official prison- 
service statement, Tymoshenko 
was moved from the prison to a 
nearby hospital in Kharkiv run by 
the Ukrainian railway system. 

The statement said Tymoshenko 
was accompanied by a medical 
team, including Harms. It added 
that Tymoshenko’s health “has not 
deteriorated in recent days.” 

Tymoshenko’s supporters say her 
prosecution and jailing are part of 
a politically motivated persecution 
of herself and other former mem- 


bers of her cabinet orchestrated 
by the government of her rival, 
President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Further charges are pending for 
alleged tax fraud in a case that 
began in early April. 

Tymoshenko’s case has drawn 
heavy criticism from Western gov- 
ernments and rights groups. 

In the latest example, Polish 
President Bronislaw Komorowski 
urged Ukraine to scrap what he 
called “outdated” laws that allow 
for the prosecution of politicians 
for decisions made in office. 
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11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 


Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 

« information, referral 

* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Життя Гимошенко у 
небезпеці - Турчинов 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Життю колишнього Прем'єр-міністра України, 
яка відбуває покарання у Качанівській виправній 
колонії у Харкові, загрожує реальна небезпе- 
ка. Про це заявив 4 травня на прес-конференції 
перший заступник голови партії «Батьківщина», 
Олександр Турчинов. Він нагадав, що Юлія Ти- 
мошенко не вживає їжу вже протягом 15 діб, що 
дуже небезпечно. Крім того, Турчинов заявив, що 
адміністрація Качанівської колонії може вдатися 
до насильницького припинення голодування Ти- 
мошенко. 

«Юлія Володимирівна ніколи не буде гратися в 
іграшки, які пропонують або Адміністрація Прези- 
дента, або з їхньої згоди представники цих закладів, 
зокрема Качанівської в'язниці. Саме тому вона не 
хоче мати з ними справу і працювати саме за цим 
сценарієм, який вони намагаються намалювати. 
Окрім того, представники Качанівської колонії, або 
ті, хто озвучує їх позицію... зокрема, вже пролунали 
погрози щодо штучного годування i, я так розумію, 
що вони можуть готувати чергове насилля над 
Юлією Тимошенко», - сказав Турчинов. 

Тим часом, у Києві група людей, що назива- 
ють себе журналістами, але які не відомі навіть 
у професійних колах, презентували фільм про 
доброзичливе ставлення до Юлії Тимошенко у 
колонії. Зокрема, у доробку представлено ци- 
тати, де співробітники в'язниці та харківської 
Центральної клінічної лікарні «Укрзалізниці» го- 
ворять, що на тілі Тимошенко, після її направлен- 
ня з колонії до медустанови, синців не було. 

«Вона на ходунках пройшла до кінця коридору, 
сказала, що може зробити це сама. Я допоміг їй 
рухатися сходами. Коли ми спустилися вниз, вона 
сказала, що стомилася. Я її взяв на руки і переніс 


через дворик для прогулянок, як я це робив не- 
одноразово, коли допомагав їй. Виніс її і поклав 
на ноші швидкої допомоги», - розповів заступник 
начальника Качанівської колонії з охорони Андрій 
Парамей. 

У свою чергу адвокат Тимошенко, депутат від 
«БЮТ-Батьківщини» Сергій Власенко наголосив 
на тому, що його підзахисна на початку голодуван- 
ня мала вагу 59 кілограмів і на сьогодні помітно 
схудла. «Здебільшого вона лежить і лише п'є 
воду», - зауважив Власенко. 

Крім того, він припускає, що фільм на виправ- 
дання співробітників Качанівської колонії був 
знятий на замовлення керівництва пенітенціарної 
служби. Він звертає увагу на те, як його автори 
легко потрапили на територію в'язниці для зби- 
рання потрібних коментарів. 

«Мене декілька разів не допускали на територію 
колонії, причому, на моє посилання на статтю, 
яка дає право кожному народному депутату без- 
перешкодно, без будь-якого спеціального дозволу, 
відвідувати будь-які пенітенціарні заклади. Мене 
просто не пускали, не мотивуючи це нічим. Вони 
говорили, що знають, про те, що порушують за- 
кон, але все одно не пускали», - нагадав Власенко. 

Тимчасом, У прес-службі Державної 
пенітенціарної служби України повідомили, що за- 
хисникам Юлії Тимошенко Сергію Сасу та Євгенії 
Тимошенко відмовили у зустрічі з ув'язненою і ре- 
комендували перенести її на інший час, оскільки 
в колонії працює міжнародна медична комісія за 
участі українських та німецьких лікарів. 

Юлія Тимошенко оголосила голодування 20 
квітня на знак протесту проти жорстокого по- 
водження і застосування фізичної сили під час 
примусової госпіталізації до харківської лікарні. 


Україна в міжнародній 


ізоляції, що 


митро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Україна перенесла саміт у Ялті на невизначений 
час. Причина, яку називають у Міністерстві закор- 
донних справ, у тому, що низка глав європейських 
держав не зможуть взяти участь у ньому. Відмова 
європейських лідерів від участі у заході є початком 
міжнародної ізоляції України через кримінальні 
переслідування опозиції, зазначають експерти. 
Подальші заходи щодо України можуть бути ще 
суворішими, припускають вони. 

Свою готовність взяти участь у ялтинському 
саміті країн Центральної Європи підтвердили 
лише президенти Польщі, Молдови, Литви та 
Словаччини, повідомили у Міністерстві закордон- 
них справ. Решта запрошених керівників держав 
відмовилася через політичну ситуацію в Україні, 
заявив у коментарі для Радіо Свобода член пар- 
ламентського комітету у закордонних справах, 
заступник голови фракції «БЮТ-Батьківщина» 
Андрій Шкіль. 

«Перенесення - це наслідок ізоляції. Відмова 
від участі у саміті 15 запрошених - це сигнал до 
того, що наступним кроком буде повна ізоляція 
України. Повірте, що тут експерименти, які велися 
з Білорусією, вже не пройдуть. Сама Білорусь по- 
казала неефективність використання такого шля- 
ху. Будуть суворі i, на превеликий жаль, серйозні 
санкції проти України. Це вже не за горами», - на- 
голосив Шкіль. 

Частина керівників держав, запрошених на ял- 
тинський саміт, умовою участі називали зустріч з 
колишнім Прем'єр-міністром Юлією Тимошенко, 
але отримали відмову, зауважив Андрій Шкіль. 

Натомість у Партії регіонів кажуть, що перене- 
сення саміту не має політичного підгрунтя. При- 
чина в тому, що у травні 2012 року керівництво 
країни бере участь у великій кількості важливих 
заходів, переконує заступник голови фракції цієї 
політичної сили Валерій Коновалюк. 

«Так збіглось у часі, що ми готуємося до 


буде далі? 


європейської першості з футболу. Для нас також 
важливо забезпечити інші кроки, щоб ще раз 
засвідчити європейські прагнення України, про- 
вести усі ті заходи, які пов'язані з Днем  Пере- 
моги. Є можливості, щоб з'ясувати терміни для 
того, щоб зібрати максимально керівників держав 
Центральної Європи. І не треба на це звертати ува- 
ги», - запевнив Коновалюк. 

У Міністерстві закордонних справ також 
обіцяють, що саміт відбудеться «у пізніші терміни, 
які будуть визначені дипломатичними каналами». 

Заступник генерального директора Центру імені 
Разумкова, Валерій Чалий, вважає, що саміт може 
не відбутися зовсім. Почалася міжнародна ізоляція 
України через кримінальні переслідування 
політичних опонентів влади, зазначає експерт. 

«Перенесення саміту, а радше скасування — це 
вимушений захід в умовах, коли він був би про- 
вальним. Це криза довіри, яка переростає у м'яку 
ізоляцію щодо керівництва країни. Це, мабуть, 
останнє попередження від країн Європейського 
Союзу. Якщо керівництво України не зробить 
висновків і не змінить підходів у внутрішній 
політиці, то навряд чи у подальшому можна буде 
сподіватися не тільки на євроінтеграцію, а й про- 
сто на потискування рук під час подій найвищого 
рівня», - зауважив Чалий. 

П'ятеро президентів європейських країн: 
Румунії, Албанії, Хорватії, Чехії та Чорногорії — 
прямо заявили про відмову від участі в саміті через 
справу екс-прем'єра Юлії Тимошенко. Президент 
Німеччини, який першим оголосив про те, що не 
приїде до Ялти, не заявляв прямо, що це пов'язано 
зі справою Тимошенко, але саме ця причина 
відмови випливала з коментарів МЗС Німеччини. 
Крім того, президенти Болгарії, Латвії, Естонії, 
Італії, Австрії i Словенії відмовилися прибути на 
саміт, офіційно пославшись на інші причини. При 
цьому в деяких випадках yce ж була висловлена 
стурбованість справою Юлії Тимошенко. - 
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“T appeal [to the Ukrainian authorities], with con- 
cern for upholding Ukraine’s European chances, to 
eliminate these regulations from Ukrainian law and 
this bad practice from Ukrainian political life as soon 
as possible,” he said. 

But Komorovski also said he opposed plans by 
some senior European officials to boycott Ukraine’s 
half of next month’s Euro 2012 football championship 
over concerns about the case. 

Poland is co-hosting the tournament with Ukraine, 
and Komorowski said political issues should not 
“spoil our mutual Polish-Ukrainian sports feast.” 

Tymoshenko’s daughter, Yevhenia, told reporters 
in Kharkiv on May 8 that her mother’s hunger strike 
would end once she was transferred to a hospital. 

“We will see [on May 9] if she is transferred to hos- 
pital and the doctor will commence treatment,” she 
said. “That means it is the doctor’s intention to start 
taking her out of her hunger strike. It is imminent be- 
cause she needs to start treatment before her back pain 
goes and she can become disabled if treatment is not 
started very soon.” 

On May 8, Ukraine postponed a summit of Cen- 
tral and Eastern European leaders scheduled for May 
11-12 in Yalta after the presidents of eight countries 
canceled their attendance in protest against Tym- 
oshenko’s treatment. 

In addition, a growing number of European lead- 


Kharkiv 


ers have vowed to boycott the Euro 2012 events in 
Uktaine. Kharkiv is опе of four Ukrainian cities host- 
ing matches. 

The European Union has also postponed finalizing 
an association agreement with Ukraine because of 
concerns about the Tymoshenko case. 

That agreement, which sets out terms for deeper pol- 
itical and economic integration between the bloc and 
Ukraine, was expected to be finalized at the end of last 
year. 

With reporting by ITAR-TASS, Interfax, AFP, Reu- 
ters, and dpa 


House committee visit to Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Liberal Party of Canada Deputy 
Leader Ralph Goodale will travel to Ukraine May 13- 
18 with the House of Commons’ Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and International Development, 
reported his office, May 9. 

The committee is scheduled to discuss democratic 
development, media freedom, the election system, 
political freedoms — including Yulia Tymoshenko — 
the economy and Canada-Ukzaine relations. 

“Seven years after the Orange Revolution, the 
work is not yet done, the struggle is not over, the 
victory is not fully won. Canada must stand with 
the indomitable spirit of the Ukrainian people — to 
oppose the reversal of progress and to reinforce the 
march forward for democracy, freedom, human rights 
and the rule of law,” Goodale said. 


Other MPs scheduled to visit Ukraine on the same 
trip are Conservatives Lois Brown, Bob Dechert, Dave 
Van Kesteren and Nina Grewal and New Democrats 
Peggy Nash and Linda Duncan. 

As reported in the previous issue of Ukrainian News, 
Nash has recently written Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird calling on the Canadian Government to 
enter negotiations with Ukrainian authorities to end 
Tymoshenko’s hunger strike. 

“TI urge the Canadian Government to condemn 
the recent acts committed against former Ukrain- 
ian Prime Minister, Yulia Ymoshenko,” Nash said. 
“Additionally, given the Canadian Government’s 
goal to establish a Canada-Ukraine free trade agree- 
ment, provisions must be put in place that guaran- 
tee the protection of human rights, rule of law, and 
democracy in Ukraine.” 


Authorities rely on fake video 
footage, Batkivshchyna says 


(Interfax-Ukraine—The authorities do not have 
a single instrument to fight against former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, except fake video 
footage, the press service of the Batkivschyna Party 
has reported. 

“The assumption by the prosecutor shows only 
one thing: the presidential administration, through a 
puppet prosecutor’s office, will legalize fake video 
footage posted by the authorities on the Internet to 
continue using it,” the party’s press service said in a 
statement on May 8, in response to a statement made 
by representatives of the Kyiv prosecutor’s office that 
a scandalous video clip with Tymoshenko was taken 
by a phone from a video surveillance monitor in jail. 

“So, the authorities have recognized their fiasco — 
in the fight against the opposition leader, they can rely 
only on fake video footage. The pseudo-accusations 


being made against Yulia Tymoshenko are absolutely 
groundless,” reads the statement. 

As reported, a video appeared on the Internet, which 
shows a woman resembling Tymoshenko moving 
freely around the prison cell of the pre-trial detention 
center (the video is dated December 15, 2011, when 
the former prime minister was imprisoned in the pre- 
trial detention center). The Batkivschyna Party said 
that the video was faked. Tymoshenko’s lawyer, Serhiy 
Vlasenko, also described this video as faked. 

At the same time, the State Penitentiary Service of 
Ukraine reported that the video was real. As a result, 
the video was removed from the YouTube video 
hosting provider some time after its publication.” This 
video has been removed as a violation of YouTube’s 
policy on nudity or sexual content,” reads a statement, 
which appears during an attempt to watch the video. 


Tymoshenko may face murder charges 


(Interfax-Ukraine)}—The Ukrainian Prosecutor 
General’s Office may charge ex-Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko with complicity in the murder 
of MP Yevhen Scherban, according to First Deputy 


Prosecutor General Renat Kuzmin. 

The charges will be ready in two weeks, he said in 
an interview with the EurActive Internet-based media 
outlet during his visit to Brussels. 
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Yevhenia Tymoshenko 


Tymoshenko’s 
daughter 
meets German 


minister 


(RFE/RL)—Germany’s justice 
minister has met with the daughter 
of jailed former Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

A government spokesman said 
Yevhenia Tymoshenko had a pri- 
vate meeting with German Jus- 
tice Minister Sabine Leutheusser 
Schnarrenberger on May 7 to dis- 
cuss her mother’s case. 

The visit comes amid concerns 
over the health of Yulia Tym- 
oshenko, who has been on a hunger 
strike for the past two weeks after 
claiming she was beaten by prison 
guards. 

Germany has offered to treat Ty- 
moshenko. 

Officials said German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel did not meet with 
Yevhenia Tymoshenko but said the 
German leader was closely follow- 
ing the Tymoshenko case. 

Tymoshenko is serving a seven- 
year prison sentence on charges of 
abuse of power. 

Her supporters say she is the vic- 
tim of a vendetta by her Ukrainian 
political opponents. 
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Тиск Путіна на 
Януковича 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Владімір Путін після вступу на посаду президента Росії, у першу 
чергу планує направити офіційне запрошення Президентові України, 
Віктору Януковичу, на саміт СНД, який відбудеться 15 травня в 
Москві. Про це повідомив посол Росії в Україні, Михаїл Зурабов, 7 
травня. 

«Є низка питань у двосторонніх відносинах, які останнім часом не 
отримували належного розвитку. Гадаю, з приходом у Кремль Путіна, 
з багатьох питань, як ми очікуємо, вдасться домогтися істотного 
просування. Припускаю, що 15 травня, під час неформального 
саміту голів держав СНД, двостороння зустріч Президента Росії та 
Президента України відбудеться», - заявив Зурабов. 

3a його словами, Путін так само зустрінеться з іншими керівниками 
країн СНД. 

Тим часом в Україні особливих перемін у двосторонніх стосунках 
не чекають. Путін вимагатиме від Януковича виконання обіцянок 
щодо економічного та політичного співробітництва, сказав у 
коментарі для Радіо Свобода перший заступник голови фракції 
«БЮТ-Батьківщина» Сергій Соболєв. 

«Шо може змінитися з таким Президентом, який не має авторитету 
ні в країні, ні заїї кордоном. Зі слабким Президентом можна говорити 
i мовою ультиматумів, і мовою шантажу, і як завгодно. Росія буде, 
без сумніву, використовувати слабкого Президента, щоб вирішувати 
свої питання. Що швидше в Україні відбудуться вибори Президента, 
то кращими будуть наші відносини з Росією», - наголосив Сергій 
Соболєв. 

Він також зауважив, що новообраний президент Росії має шанси 
домогтися від свого українського колеги поступок у будь-яких 
питаннях. і 

Водночас, за словами політолога Олександра Палія, двосторонні 
відносини можуть покращитися за рахунок здачі частини 
суверенітету України. Принаймні в економічному сенсі, зазначив 
експерт у коментарі для Радіо Свобода. На його думку, Володимир 
Путін вимагатиме від Віктора Януковича не лише привести 
зовнішню політику України у відповідність до інтересів Росії, а й 
передачі частини активів, зокрема газотранспортної системи. 

Російський президент може поставити перед українським i 
запитання щодо долі Тимошенко, припускає Палій. 

«У Заходу і в Росії ця короткострокова ціль, щодо Тимошенко, 
може, навіть, 1 збігається. Але впевнений, що якщо Захід займає у 
цьому питанні ідеологічну позицію, то для Росії це буде одним із 
розмінних елементів торгів. Росія може сказати, щоб віддали якийсь 
завод, і тоді вони забудуть про Тимошенко. Або щось на зразок того. 
Це достатньо проста i прозора річ, яка відбувалася у російській 
політиці дуже часто стосовно до багатьох країн, починаючи з 
Білорусі i закінчуючи Казахстаном», - зауважив Палій. 

На думку Палія, зовнішня політика Росії у найближчі роки буде 
сфокусованою саме на Україні. 


DR. Marko Stech 
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Кумедні пам'ятники 
Сталіну веселили людей 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Києві, Львові та Одесі 7 травня організація 
«Братство» встановила з кумедні пам'ятники 
радянському вождю Йосипу Сталіну. За словами 
організаторів, це їхня відповідь на культ Сталіна, 
який нині намагаються нав'язати в Україні і на 
встановлення пам'ятника диктатору у Запоріжжі. 

У Києві, Львові та Одесі пам'ятник Сталіну 
простояв не більше півгодини 1 скрізь жартівлива 
акція викликала сміх. Гумористичний пам'ятник 
Сталіну «Братство» встановило у центрі Львова, 
в найстарішому пасажі «Андріоллі», що поруч 
площі Ринок. 

Представник організації «Братство» Віталій 
Чорний розповів Радіо Свобода, що фігура Сталіна 
обійшлась дуже дешево, бо виготовлена трішки 
з дерева, паперу і пофарбована у золотий колір. 
Сталіна зробили у повний ріст, взули у військові 
черевики 1 поставили навколішки, а всередині 
постаменту вмонтували спеціальний пристрій, 
катетер і зовні причепили пляшку з водою. Відтак 
вийшла фігура, що справляє фізіологічну потребу. 

«Сталін заслуговує лише такого пам'ятника. 
Зараз намагаються героїзувати диктатора, чинити 
провокації. Над провокацією треба лише сміятись 
і ми вирішили взяти за приклад пам'ятник 
«пісяючого хлопчика» у Брюсселі 1 використати 
цю європейську форму, бо вона найвдаліша для 
Сталіна, який стільки лиха заподіяв українцям. 
Але місце такому пам'ятнику не на площі Ринок, 
а десь у задвірку. Треба врешті поставити крапку 


на цьому культі Сталіна. Нехай з нього насміються 
i забудуть. Хоча він тут простоїть недовго», — 
зазначив Чорний. 

Правоохоронці швиденько повалили і прибрали 
пам'ятник, а на організатора жартівливої акції 
швиденько склали протокол. 

Повідомлення у ЗМІ про те, що 7 травня у Львові 
Всесоюзна комуністична партія (більшовиків), що 
не є зареєстрованою в Україні, планує встановити 
пам'ятник Сталіну на площі Ринок, викликало 
досить бурхливу реакцію серед депутатського 
корпусу Львівської міськради. Депутати від 
фракції ВО «Свобода» майже у повному складі 
зібрались на площі Ринок, щоб не доступити 
проведення жодних акцій і провокацій. 

Голова фракції ВО «Свобода» Руслан 
Кошулинський зауважив Радіо Свобода, що у 
Львові просто немислимо встановити реальний 
пам'ятник Сталіну. Бо мерія б не надала такого 
дозволу і, зрештою, з такими заявками до 
місцевого органу влади ніхто не звертався. 

Водночас львівські комуністи заявили, що 
інформація про встановлення пам'ятника Сталіну 
перед входом у Ратушу є провокацією, намаганням 
скомпрометувати Компартію. 

А насправді комуністичною партією 
(більшовиків) себе назвало «Братство» Дмитра 
Корчинського, яке хотіло у веселий спосіб 
привернути увагу до акції 1 своєї організації. 3 
огляду на кількість фото 1 телекамер їм таки це 
вдалося. 


У Криму відкрили «Столовую СССР» 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свообода 

Незадовго до Дня Жалоби за жертвами депортації 
кримськотатарського народу, що відзначається 
13 травня, в Сімферополі в одній із державних 
установ відкрився заклад громадського харчування 
під назвою «Столовая СССР». Інтер'єр закладу 
окрім плакатів радянського періоду прикрашають 
портрети Карла Маркса i Володимира Леніна, а 
також колишнього радянського диктатора Йосипа 
Сталіна. Саме Сталін і підписав постанову про 
депортацію кримських татар, в результаті якої 
десятки тисяч людей загинули, а сотні тисяч - 
втратили свої домівки і майно, а також право на 
проживання на своїй історичній батьківщині - в 
Криму. І саме Сталіна кілька років тому Верховний 
суд України визнав винним у геноциді українського 
народу під час Голодомору 1932-33 років. Це 1 
викликало протести кримської громадськості. 

Відкриття їдальні з ностальгічно-радянським 
антуражем - не дивина для Криму, лише в 
Сімферополі нараховується кілька таких закладів. 
Але вперше для його оформлення використовували 
портрети Сталіна, ставлення до якого в Криму дуже 
неоднозначне. І вперше такий заклад запрацював 
у державній установі - у приміщенні Кримської 
дирекції Українського державного підприємства 
поштового зв'язку «Укрпошта». Це, а також 
той факт, що заклад відкрився незадовго до Дня 
Пам'яті Жертв Депортації, викликало обурення у 
громадськості. 

Один із лідерів молодіжної організації «Бізім 
Кирим» Асан Eri30B сказав, що використання 
радянської символіки i / портретів з кривавого 
диктатора, причетного до загибелі тисяч кримчан, 
«шокує 1 виглядає провокаційним». Такі дії та ще й 
напередодні 18 травня він назвав «непродуманими 
і необережними». За словами AcaHa_ НЕгізова, 
кримськотатарські молодіжні організації обов'язково 
відреагують на це, як він сказав, «політичне 
блюзнірство», правда, не уточнив, як саме. 

Засудили використання образу радянського 
диктатора і в сімферопольській правозахисній 
організації «Дія»: Її голова Олександра Дворецька 
повідомила, що правозахисники щонайменше 
домагатимуться усунення портретів Йосипа 
Сталіна з приміщень державної пошти. 


«Обурливим 1 гідним осуду» назвав пропагування 
образу Сталіна в Сімферополі голова Кримської 
філії Наукового товариства імені Тараса Шевченка 
Петро Вольвач, Він вважає, що проти диктатора, 
який винен у смерті мільйонів співвітчизників 
й особисто підписав постанову Державного 
Комітету оборони СРСР про насильницьку 
депортацію кримськотатарського народу, мали б 
виступити представники і кримського спільноти, 
1 кримської влади. 

Заступник голови Верховної Ради Криму 
Григорій Іоффе, який наприкінці 1980-х років був 
одним із перших кримських журналістів, котрі 
писали про злочини сталінізму, каже, що не змінив 
свого ставлення до Сталіна та його режиму. Однак, 
називаючи ідею такого використання радянської 
тематики у цьому проекті «дурнуватим поп- 
артом», «дурницею» і «нісенітницею», віце-спікер 
висловив переконання, що і реакція громадськості 
на це - занадто політизована. Критику портретів 
Сталіна в їдальні головпоштамту Сімферополя він 
назвав «політичними танцями на трунах». 

З віце-спікером Григорієм Іоффе категорично не 
згоден лідер парламентської фракції «Курултай- 
Рух» Рефат Чубаров. 

«Тут має зреагувати прокуратура, бо, вибачте, 
моральні  збоченці, пропагують символіку 
тоталітаризму та його вождів, використовуючи 
приміщення державної установи. Невже держава 
через свої заклади виступає пропагандистом 
тоталітаризму? Абсурд!» - заявив Чубаров. 

Керівник прес-служби Прокуратури Криму, 
Наталія Бояркіна, повідомила Радіо Свобода, що 
правоохоронці перевірять законність використання 
портретів Сталіна у приміщенні державного 
підприємства. 

Прачівники «Столової CCCP» відмовилися 
від спілкування з пресою, а директор Кримської 
дирекції «Укрпошти» Руслана Кризська - «не 
змогла», як пояснила її секретар, через неабияку 
зайнятість. Натомість у Відділі маркетингу 
Дирекції повідомили, що заоформлення колишньої 
поштової їдальні відповідальності не несуть, 
бо здають її в оренду. Разом з тим, пообіцяли 
попросити орендарів | прибрати зображення 
колишнього радянського диктатора. 
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Merkel calls Ukraine dictatorship 


Lithuanian president plans Tymoshenko visit 


(RFE/RL)—Lithuania’s president says she will at- 
tempt to visit former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko in the hospital where she is currently be- 
ing treated, while German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
called Ukraine a Belarus-like “dictatorship.” 

If President Dalia Grybauskaite is allowed to meet 
Tymoshenko in the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv on May 
11, she will become the first foreign leader to see the 
jailed politician since she was convicted in October 
2011. 

On May 9, Tymoshenko, who is serving a contro- 
versial seven-year prison term on abuse-of-office 
charges, ended a hunger strike that had lasted nearly 
three weeks in protest at alleged abuse. She ended her 
fast after being moved from jail to a hospital for treat- 
ment under a German doctor’s supervision. 

Western leaders have said the charges against Ty- 
moshenko are politically motivated persecution by 
the government of her rival, President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych. 

Grybauskaite is also scheduled to meet with Yanuko- 
vych in Kyiv on May 11, together with a small group 
of East European leaders. 

Meanwhile, on May 10, German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel told the country’s lower house of parliament, 
the Bundestag, that Ukraine was a dictatorship and 
likened it to its authoritarian neighbor, Belarus. 

“Today, we in Germany and the European Union, 
live in peace and freedom,” she said. “This is unfortu- 
nately not the case throughout Europe, because in 


Angela Merkel 


Ukraine and Belarus, people are still suffering under 
dictatorship and repression.” 

The dispute over Tymoshenko’s treatment has 
prompted European Union commissioners and sey- 
eral other Western politicians to threaten to boycott 
the month-long Euro 2012 soccer tournament, which 
Ukraine is co-hosting with Poland in June. 

Also on May 10, Polish President Bronislaw Ko- 
morowski said he would only accept an invitation 
from his Ukrainian counterpart if Kyiv made a “new 
decision” in the Tymoshenko case. 

On May 8, Yanukovych invited Komorowski for 
talks, after Kyiv was forced to cancel a Central and 
Eastern European summit scheduled for May 11-12 in 
Yalta. 

Kyiv canceled the summit after close to a dozen 
heads of state cancelled their attendance in protest at 
Tymoshenko’s treatment. 


Kyiv threatens ‘consequences’ over 
German pressure for Tymoshenko 


(RFE/RL)—An official of Ukraine’s ruling party has 
warned that Germany could face potential economic 
consequences if it continues to pressure Ukraine over 
jailed ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

Speaking to Germany’s “Spiegel Online,” Leonid 
Kozhara, deputy head of the Party of Regions, said 
German manufacturers would suffer if Berlin carried 
through on a threat to block an EU association 
agreement with Kyiv over the Tymoshenko case. 


Further details about Ukraine’s potential economic 
retaliation against Germany were not available. 

Numerous European officials, including from 
Germany, have suggested a boycott of matches in 
Ukraine during this summer’s Euro 2012 soccer 
championships. 

Also, at least nine EU countries say they will skip a 
regional conference in Ukraine this month to protest 
Tymoshenko’s controversial seven-year jail sentence 
and alleged poor treatment in prison. 


EC to Azarov: “Stay home” 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—There was democracy in 
Ukraine in 2004 and the country should return to 
a democratic model of state, European Council 
President Herman Van Rompuy has said. 

“When once the Ukrainian prime minister an- 
nounced intention to visit Brussels, we told him ‘don’t 
come, stay at home.’ We sent a specific political mes- 
sage to Kyiv — to change the situation,” Rompuy 
said, answering questions in a TV program on Eur- 
onews Channel, May 9. 

Asked a question from Ukraine why the EU lead- 
ers don’t come to Kyiv and ask the Ukrainian leader- 
ship unpleasant questions instead of boycotting Euro 
2012, thus “pushing Ukraine into the hands of Rus- 
sia, despite the fact that Ukrainians would like to join 


the EU,” Rompuy noted that he jointly with European 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso visited 
Kyiv in December 2011. 

“We had quite a long conversation on the issue with 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. We initialed the 
Association Agreement with Ukraine, thus opening the 
way to European perspectives, but we have not ratified 
the document,” said the European Council president. 

“We clearly said that this is possible only under the 
condition that Ukraine will stick to our values, be- 
cause the Association Agreement concerns not only 
trade but also political arrangements, and we consider 
the way Ukraine is treating former Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko unacceptable. And we clearly told 
this to President Yanukovych,” he said. 


Tymoshenko asks FATF to probe 
‘Yanukovych criminal transactions’ 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine’s ex-prime minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko, who is serving a seven-year term 
in jail, has urged the Financial Action Task Force on 
Money Laundering (FATF) to investigate corrupt 
and money-laundering transactions by the Viktor 
Yanukovych regime, according to Tymoshenko’s Web 
site. 

“Yulia Tymoshenko referred a statement to the FATF 
and to the prosecutor’s offices in European countries, 
asking them to probe massive corrupt transactions 
with budgetary resources, practiced by top Ukrainian 
officials, and their transfer to fraudulent firms and then 
to the bank accounts of the same Ukrainian officials,” 


Tymoshenko’s defense lawyer Serhiy Vlasenko told 
the press on May 9. 

Tymoshenko cited the privatization of Ukrtelecom, 
the acquisition of the so-called Boiko rigs [sea gas 
drilling platforms, which, according to the opposition, 
have been illegally privatized by Energy and Coal- 
Industry Minister Yuriy Boiko] and other high-profile 
deals estimated at billions of dollars, he said. 

Ukraine had been on the FATF black list between 
2002 and 2004, and it was entered on it again in 2010 
as a country that is not combating money laundering 
well enough. Ukraine was taken off the black list on 
October 29, 2011. 
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2012 TOURS TO UKRAINE 
September 23 tour: SOLD OUT 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 
May 6 July 8 


August 19 September 23 


Vancouver/Victoria $4995. Edmonton/Calgary $4895. 


Saskatoon/Regina $4795. Winnipeg $4695. Toronto $4595. 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


email: Tours ToUkraine@mits.net 


Full information with photos: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Alberta Provincial Council 


Employment Opportunity: 
UCC APC Provincial Coordinator 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial Council 
(UCC APC) is hiring for the position of Provincial Coordinator 


This individual is responsible for taking a strategic lead in the management and 
development of the UCC APC in providing support to Ukrainian organizations 
and community members in Alberta as well as acting as an ambassador for the 
UCC-APC working with a broad range of stakeholder and external agencies 
to promote the work of the Congress. This individual reports directly to the 
UCC APC Board of Directors. 


Qualifications 

* Self-starter, organized, able to work independently and in а team. 

+ Flexible approach with a positive work ethos; competent leadership skills. 

* Good writing and verbal communication skills; attentive to detail 

* Knowledge of the Ukrainian Community in Canada, particularly Alberta 

* Career intérests in non-profit management, community development, 
project management 

« Proficiency in both English and Ukrainian languages, spoken and written 


A more detailed job description can be found on the website at www.uccab.ca 


Location: UCC-APC offices in Edmonton. Salary: Commensurate with 
experience and skills. 


Please e-mail your resume and a cover letter (attached in Word or PDF 
formats) to: uccab@shaw.ca 


Application Deadline: May 25, 2012 


For more information please contact: 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council 

# 8, 8103 - 127 Avenue, Edmonton, АВ Т5С 1R9 

Tel: (780) 414-1624, e-mail: uccab@shaw.ca, website: www.uccab.ca 
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From democratic 
hope to pariah state 


In two-and-a-half years, Ukraine has gone from being the great 
democratic hope of the Post-Soviet world to Europe’s greatest pariah 
state. 

Back in 2007 when Ukraine and Poland were picked to jointly host the 
2012 European Soccer Championships, this was viewed in Ukraine as a 
chance to showease the country’s newfound freedom, its rapid integration 
into Europe and look forward to a brighter future ahead. 

But now, the championships, which are due to start June 8, have turned 
into a public relations disaster. 

Western European leaders are voicing their displeasure with the 
treatment of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, and other 
opposition leaders, by boycotting matches held on Ukrainian soil. 
Tymoshenko has been sentenced to seven years in prison for “abuse of 
power” (signing a bad gas deal with Russia) in what is universally viewed 
as a politically-motivated trial and act of retribution. She conducted a 
hunger strike from April 20 to May 9 to protest her treatment. 

European Union Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso has 
said hell skip the Ukraine portion of the championship. EU Justice 
Commissioner Vivian Reding will pass on the opening ceremonies. 
Austrian government officials will be no-shows, as will officials from 
the Netherlands and Belgium’s foreign minister. The European Union’s 
sports commissioner, Androulla Vassiliou, also says she will not attend 
any matches in Ukraine. German Chancellor Angela Merkel is also 
considering a boycott. 

At the same time eight EU states — Germany, Austria, Italy, Croatia, 
Estonia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, and the Czech Republic — decided not to 
attend a planned May 11-12 summit of Eastern and Central European 
heads of states, which was to be held in the Ukrainian resort city of Yalta, 
prompting Ukraine to postpone it. 

European leaders have made it very clear to Ukraine that unless the 
regime changes its anti-democratic course the association agreement 
with the EU Ukraine was counting on so much is dead in the water, and, 
when Ukrainian Prime Minster Nikolai Azarov asked to attend a summit 
in Brussels, they bluntly told him to “stay home”. 

But Yanukovych just doesn’t seem to get the message. 

Ukraine officials warn that if criticism continues it will have economic 
consequences on their relations with European states such as Germany. 

We're sure that’s got Merkel just shaking in her boots. 

Ukraine also says its isolation will move the country even closer to 
Russia. 

But Yanukovych has already surrendered Ukraine’s sovereignty and is 
treated as the blithering stooge that he is by Russia’s strongman Vladimir 
Putin. 

Frankly, Yanukovych is a thug, a convicted criminal, a traitor to his 
country, and a sadistic, vengeful dictator, who puts personal revenge 
above all considerations of the good of the nation he was elected to serve. 

What is also clearly evident that with his own twisted agenda he is 
driving his country ever further on the road to destruction. 

And even though his popularity has plummeted, he is not about to 
give up power through a free election. If he finds it impossible to rig the 
October 2012 parliamentary elections to a sufficient enough degree to 
get the parliament he wants, he will simply use the new powers of the 
presidency to cement his grip on the country. 

Neither is Yanukovych likely to accept certain electoral defeat in the 
2015 presidential elections. More likely he is going to dig in his heels 

like some Middle Eastern despot.. 

The problem is dictators may be elected in a democratic vote, but they 
won’t surrender power democratically. 

In the near future, Ukraine may be headed for some very turbulent 
times. 
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UGCC welcomes Canada’s 


Statement by Metropolitan 
Lawrence Huculak of Winnipeg 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Canada was pleasantly surprised 
by recent events held in Toronto 
and Ottawa honouring the Ser- 
vant of God, Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky, head of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church from 1901 — 1944. 

These events were organized by 
the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter 
(UJE), which describes itself as a 
privately organized, multinational 
initiative launched in 2008 as a col- 
laborative project involving Ukrain- 
ians of Jewish and Christian heritage 
and others, in Ukraine and Israel as 
well as in the diasporas. The work of 
this organization engages scholars, 
civic leaders, artists, governments 
and the broader public in an effort 
to promote stronger and deeper re- 
lations between the two peoples. 
[Source: UJE brochure] 

To carry out their mission in 2012 
the UJE took on a very unique pro- 
ject. At their own expense and plan- 
ning, the UJE brought from Ukraine 
to North America the members of 
the Ukrainian Council of Church- 
es and Religious Organizations, 
which included some 20 heads of 
religious communities in Ukraine. 
Participants included: His Beati- 
tude Sviatoslav Shevchuk (Ukrain- 
ian Greek Catholic Church); His 
Holiness Filaret (Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church Kyivan Patriarchate); 
His Eminence Mefodiy, (Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church); 
Most Reverend Markiyan Tro- 
fimyak (Roman Catholic Church 
in Ukraine); Rabbi Yaakov Dov 
Bleich (Chief Rabbi of Kyiv and 
Ukraine); Sheikh Ahmad Tamim 
(Grand Mufti of Ukraine); and 
various representatives of Protest- 
ant denominations and commun- 
ities in Ukraine. In addition there 
were various resource persons and 
assistants accompanying the group. 

This group of leaders came 
together to pay honour to the per- 
son and legacy of Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky, recognizing 
his openness to members of other 
faiths and Christian denomina- 
tions, his dedication to the safe- 
guarding of human rights of all 
persons in Ukraine, and his defense 
of spiritual and religious values in 
relation to both civil and military 
authorities. Much of Metropolitan 
Andrey’s leadership occurred dur- 
ing times of war, which called for 
heroic persistence in maintaining 
the spiritual and human values that 
he championed. His defense of 
Jews during the Nazi occupation, 
and particularly his personal efforts 
in hiding Jews at his own risk were 
especially noted. As such, it was 
this model of a consistent ethic of 
integrity that the Council chose to 
guide their own actions and inter- 
actions with governmental and 
social leaders for the development 
of a more just, ethical and compas- 
sionate society in Ukraine. 

Organized in a relatively short 
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Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 


period of time this visit of the 
church and religious leaders of 
Ukraine to North America had a 
very full agenda. The high point 
of their trip to Canada, was the 
visit to the House of Commons in 
Ottawa, on Tuesday, April 24th, 
where they witnessed the motion 
made by the Honourable Jason 
Kenny, Minister of Citizenship, 
Immigration and Multiculturalism, 
honouring Metropolitan Sheptyt- 
sky. The motion was supported by 
all political parties in the House of 
Commons and passed unanimously 
with a standing ovation. The mo- 
tion stated: This House is united 
in expressing Canada’s recogni- 
tion of Andrey Sheptytsky’s cour- 
ageous actions, compassion for 
his oppressed Jewish Ukrainian 
countrymen, and enduring example 
of commitment to fundamental hu- 
man rights as humankind’s highest 
obligation. The religious leaders of 
Ukraine also met with Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper. 

The participants later attended an 
Interfaith Gathering at Machzikei 
Hadas Synagogue in Ottawa, 
hosted by Rabbi Rueven Bulka. 
Later that evening, the UJE held 
a Kosher Banquet in their honour 
at the Chateau Laurier Hotel. The 
keynote speaker at the banquet was 
Minister Jason Kenny. In attend- 
ance were various current and for- 
mer MPs, including former Deputy 
Prime Minister Herb Gray, as well 
as Canadian religious and civic 
representatives. 

On Wednesday, April 25, par- 
ticipants attended a symposium at 
the Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies on Metropolitan 
Andrey, entitled: Ethical Action in 
Extreme Conditions. The Shepty- 
tsky Institute plans to publish the 
symposium presentations in its 


publication Logos: A Journal of 
Eastern Christian Studies. 

From Ottawa the members of the 
Ukrainian Council of Churches and 
Religious Organizations travelled 
to Washington DC and New York 
for further events. 

The Father and Head of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, His 
Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, 
in conversation with Metropol- 
itan Lawrence Huculak of Winni- 
peg, extended greetings to all the 
faithful of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada. Regrettably, 
due to the heavy agenda and short 
duration of this trip, His Beatitude 
was not able to personally greet 
many members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Community on this oc- 
casion. Nonetheless, he is looking 
forward to his visit to the various 
eparchies in Canada later this year. 

As the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada prepares to cele- 
brate the 100th anniversary of the 
arrival of its first bishop to Canada, 
Blessed Bishop Nykyta Budka, it is 
worthy to note that it was Metro- 
politan Andrey Sheptytsky who 
spearheaded the establishment of a 
Church hierarchy in Canada and the 
appointment of Budka as the first 
bishop. Following Sheptytsky’s 
two pastoral visits to the faithful 
in Canada in 1910 and 1921, the 
recent events in Toronto and Ot- 
tawa were, as if it were, a third visit 
to Canada by the Servant of God, 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky. 

Let us continue to remember in 
our prayers the cause of Beatifica- 
tion of Metropolitan Andrey, which 
is now underway. 

Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak 
OSBM 

Archeparch of Winnipeg 
Metropolitan for Ukrainian 
Catholics in Canada 
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Chameleon politicians) Remembering 
and arms exports 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—In February 2012, 
Giorgi Baramidze, Deputy Prime Minister of Georgia 
and State Secretary for European and Euro-Atlantic 
Integration, revealed that Ukraine is continuing to 
supply weapons to Georgia. “Moscow’s position is 
not upheld by practically the entire world community. 
And, thank God, that Ukraine also does not [uphold 
it],” Baramidze said . 

Georgian-Ukrainian arms exports did not cease 
after Viktor Yanukovych was elected in February 
2010 and continued based on earlier agreements 
signed by President Viktor Yushchenko. In 2010, 
Ukrspetseksport, Ukraine’s state arms exporter, 
successfully conducted negotiations on intensifying 
military and technical cooperation with Georgia and 
Russia, and a year later Ukrainian troops undertook 
their first year of training in Georgia. Defense Minister 
Mykhaylo Yezhel said, “Our military specialists will 
study at the base of a specialized center for mountain 
infantry units of the Georgian armed forces, which has 
good infrastructure. We are very interested in training 
our servicemen for mountain infantry units. 

Baramidze said that the Yanukovych administration 
does not believe the supply of weapons will inflame 
interethnic relations in the Trans-Caucasus. Party 
of Regions deputy Mykhaylo Chechetov agreed, 
believing Ukraine had no difficulties in exporting 
weapons to any country, including the Karabakh 
region controlled by Armenia, if this brings profits. 
Chechetov’s statement was in response to a comment 
by Karabakh’s parliamentary chairman Ashot 
Gulyan’s condemnation of Ukrainian arms exports to 
Azerbaijan. 

Military cooperation between Georgia and Ukraine 
was continuing and “[ajlthough I cannot go into 
details, there are no problems between us” Baramidze 
revealed. This view echoed that of President Mikheil 
Saakashvili who pointed out that relations with 
Ukraine had not deteriorated after Yanukovych came 
to power. Saakashvili said, “There have never been 
such good relations between us,” and added, “I do not 
see any cooling in relations. Georgia is all the rage in 
Ukraine at the moment”. 

These statements, even allowing for diplomatic 
language, are surprising for three reasons. 

Firstly, according to then Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko, Yanukovych would never have won the 
2010 presidential elections if he had not inflated the 
voter turnout in his home base of Donetsk. And this 
electoral fraud would not have been possible had 
President Viktor Yushchenko not sent home 2,000 
tough looking Georgian “election observers” before 
the second round. Saakashvili had sent these to 
Ukraine at the request of Yulia Tymoshenko to reduce 
election fraud. 

Russia’s Federal Intelligence Service (FSB) illicitly 
taped telephone conversations between Tymoshenko 
and Saakashvili allegedly took place between the 
Georgian Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee 
on Defense and Security Givi Targamadze and a 
Ukrainian by the name of “Konstantin” on January 

11, 2010, and between Targamadze and Georgia’s 
Minister of Internal Affairs Vano Merabishvili on 
January 14, 2010 

Secondly, Yanukovych was alone among поп- 
Russian CIS leaders in supporting separatism in 
Georgia. Belarusian President Alyaksandr Lukashenka, 
for example, refused to support Russia’s position of 
recognizing the breakaway Georgian provinces of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Yanukovych’s position 
was totally at odds with not only Yushchenko but 
also former President Leonid Kuchma who correctly 
warned Saakashvili during a 2006 visit to Georgia that 
the Ossetian problem lies ahead and advised him when 
negotiating with Russia to do so from the principle of 
upholding Georgia’s territorial integrity. 

In September 2008, the Party of Regions, then led 
by Yanukovych, the Communist Party (KPU) and 
their Crimean Russian nationalist allies proposed 
resolutions in the Ukrainian and Crimean parliaments 
in support of Russia’s recognition of the independence 
of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. The resolutions were 
controversial within even the Party of Regions, 


These conclusions should 

be a warning to Western 
policymakers of the lack of 
credibility of official Ukrainian 
rhetoric on foreign policy 


opposed by Raisa Bohatyriova, then Secretary of the 
National Security and Defense Council. 

The Crimean resolution was adopted because the 
autonomous republic’s parliament was controlled 
by the For Yanukovych! coalition majority. The 
resolution failed in the Ukrainian parliament where it 
was opposed by the orange coalition of Our Ukraine- 
Peoples Self Defense (NUNS) and the Bloc of Yulia 
Tymoshenko (BYuT). 

Thirdly, the issue of Ukrainian arms sales also made 
the recent warm Ukrainian-Georgian diplomatic 
exchanges surprising. In fall of 2008, the Party of 
Regions and the KPU demanded an investigation into 
allegations of Ukraine supplying arms to Georgia. 
Russia and the separatist leaders of South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia accused Ukraine of assisting in Georgia’s 
alleged “ethnic cleansing” of South Ossetia and of 
supplying military equipment to Tbilisi. The Georgian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs defended Ukraine by 
accusing Russia of having armed the separatists. 

These accusations ignored the fact that “military- 
technical cooperation between Ukraine and Georgia, 
which has taken place over the last 15 years, took 
place within the parameters of international law” (see 
Volodymyr Kim, “Kavkazki Капопаду," Dzerkalo 
Tyzhnia, August 9-15, 2008). Ukrainian supplies of 
military equipment to Georgia began during Kuchma’s 
presidency with then Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze, and continued throughout the 2002- 
2004 Yanukovych government. Georgia is not subject 
to an international arms embargo. 

The Party of Regions demanded the creation of a 
temporary parliamentary commission to investigate the 
delivery of weapons to Georgia as well as Ukrainian 
support for Georgia. A failed resolution to create a 
commission was supported by 172 Party of Regions 
MPs, 27 KPU parliamentarians, 17 Volodymyr Lytvyn 
bloc members and 1 BYuT deputy. 

Ukraine did have 21 military trainers in Georgia, but 
these soldiers did not participate in the conflict and 
returned to Ukraine on President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
plane. Yushchenko joined the Polish, Lithuanian, 
Latvian and Estonian presidents in a show of support 
for Georgia by standing on the same platform with 
Saakashvili in Tbilisi. 

Party of Regions deputy Valeriy Konovaliuk was ac- 
cused by the SBU of leaking state secrets about Ukraine’s 
arms exports after he led a Party of Regions campaign 
accusing Yushchenko of illegally supplying weapons to 
Georgia. The SBU intervened to prevent the screening 
of a documentary that was made with the support of the 
Russian Embassy at the Hyatt Hotel in Kyiv. 

The Party of Regions’ domestic campaign echoed 
Russia’s external propaganda tirade, claiming Ukraine 
had supplied large volumes of weapons to Georgia 
and that Ukrainian mercenaries had fought on the 
Georgian side. A Russian Foreign Ministry statement 
claimed that “by supplying heavy military hardware to 
the Georgian army, the Ukrainian side partially bears 
the responsibility for the bloodshed”. 

The above analysis leads to three conclusions. 

Firstly, Russia only condemns actions such as 
arms supplies to Georgia if they are conducted by 
pro-Western political forces, such as Yushchenko’s 
administration, not by the Party of Regions. 

Secondly, Yanukovych and the Party of Regions are 
chameleons on foreign policy, supporting separatism 
in Georgia and opposing arms exports when in 
opposition, while supporting the opposite when they 
are in power. 

Thirdly, these conclusions should be a warning to 
Western policymakers of the lack of credibility of 
official Ukrainian rhetoric on foreign policy, as has 
been revealed by Yanukovych on European integration. 


"АКстуа Мізіа" 


Ву Askold 5. Lozynskyj 

The operation began at 4AM оп April 28, 1947. The result was 
that over a period of roughly three months some 20,000 soldiers of 
the Polish People’s Army, the Internal Security Corps, and special 
personnel of the police Milicija Obywatelska and the Security Service 
Urzad Bezpieszenstwa forcibly cleansed the ethnic composition of the 
southeastern regions of Poland, relocating some 150,000 Ukrainians to 
the Northwest. Many died during the roughshod process. The authorities 
were discriminate enough to single out intellectuals and clergy who 
were then incarcerated in the Jawozno concentration camp. Many were 
tortured and later died in the camp. The resettlement directives for the 
general Ukrainian populace was very specific: no more than a 10% 
concentration of Ukrainians could constitute the population of any urban 
or rural location. 

Some Poles even recently have tried to justify "АКсіуа Visla” as 
retribution for the Ukrainian-Polish massacres in Volyn in 1943. Others 
have pointed to the ethnographic Ukrainian lands such as Lemkivschyna 
and others, which were made a part of Communist Poland and continue 
as part of the Polish Republic today, serving as the main base of operation 
for the Ukrainian Insurgent Army in the post WW2 period. Nevertheless, 
the current Republic of Poland has recognized the crimes of its 
predecessor state. The Polish Senate in 1990 apologized to the Ukrainian 
community. In 2002 Polish President Kwasniewski apologized as did 
President Kaczynski in 2007. However, the Polish parliament (Sejm) and 
its governments headed by its many Prime Ministers since independence 
have remained silent. The more significant problem is that little or no 
tangible effort has been made by Poland to liquidate the effects of Akciya 
Visla or provide restitution, except for minor gestures such as permitting 
a return to once occupied lands after more than half a century, the return 
of the Ukrainian home to the Ukrainian community in Przemysl. 

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 
December 9, 1948 and entered into force on January 12, 1951. Article 
2 of the Convention defined genocide as an act committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole of in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group, as such, by “deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part.” 
Both effect and motive of “Akciya Visla” are clear. In 1947, just prior 
to “Akciya Visla” there were one half million Ukrainians in Poland. 
According to the last census there are currently 37,000 Ukrainians. The 
intent is transparent from the directives of resettlement and its manner: 
the no more than a 10% concentration of Ukrainians directive and special 
directives depleting the nation of intellectuals and clergy, whose torture, 
confinement in a concentration which was a part of the notorious Nazi 
camp at Auschwitz and ultimate death ensured its dearth. 

The organized Ukrainian community in Poland has sought rehabilitation 
through liquidation of the lasting negative effects of "АКсіуа Visla”. It 
has pursued many options, administrative and judicial inside Poland, 
all to no avail. Finally on March 19, 2010 it filed a complaint with the 
European Court of Human Rights seeking redress from the current 
Republic of Poland for declining substantive action meant to rehabilitate 
the Ukrainian minority in Poland. On February 16, 2012 the European 
Court notified the Union of Ukrainians in Poland that this matter did not 
fall within its jurisdiction. There are no avenues of appeal. Legally the 
European Court is correct since "АКсіуа Visla” took place several years 
before the European Court had come into existence. 

The current Republic of Poland, irrespective of governments or party 
affiliation, has been one of the staunchest supporters of an independent 
and democratic Ukraine, perhaps most importantly advocating bringing 
Ukraine into the European Union and NATO. Together the two countries 
will be hosting the European Cup this June. These manifestations of a 
good neighbor policy has been laudable. True, some cynics and I am 
one of them, insist that Poland’s affability towards Ukraine has been less 
altruistic and more strategic, seeing a strong and democratic Ukraine 
as a buffer between itself and Russia. On historical issues, frankly, 
Poland has been unyielding. This in spite of the fact that historically 
the Poles invaded Ukrainian territory three times. Ukrainians never 
once occupied Polish territory. There is no legal mandate that Poland 
admit its transgressions against Ukrainians and work towards genuine 
reconciliation, but there, certainly, may be a moral element that good 
willed Poles should consider. 

Ukrainians should forgive Poles not only for “Akciya Visla” but 
for all the historical inequities. What the Poles do is beside the point. 
Forgiveness simply is the moral and Christian way. 

While it should not involve geo-political strategy, the two sometimes 
are in tandem assuming good faith. However, forgiving does not mean 
forgetting. Not only Lemkos and Boykos, but all Ukrainians dare not 
forget the victims of “Akciya Visla” or any other tragedy that has 
befallen Ukrainians over centuries of foreign occupation and rule. We 
must remember for the sake of the victims because they deserve our 
consideration. Our ancestors suffered so much. But we must remember 
also for our children. Today’s problems pale by comparison with our past. 
We must live and work to ensure a future less tragic and more peaceful. 
Ensuring that future often means remembering the past, no matter how 
difficult that may be. 
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MASI hosts Sheptytsky symposium 


(MASI)—On April 25 the Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies (MASJ) hosted a historical 
symposium at Saint Paul University. 
Organized in conjunction with the Ukrainian 
Jewish Encounter Initiative and the Chair 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Ottawa, the Sheptytsky Institute had the 
honour to welcome the Ukrainian Council 
of Churches and Religious Organizations 
along with international scholars, academic 
and community participants for a half-day 
symposium honouring the heroic deeds and 
courageous public witness of Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky in the face of the atrocities 
perpetrated against the Jews in World War II. 

Among the 20 distinguished members of 
the Council were: His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk (Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church); His Holiness Filaret (Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church Kyivan Patriarchate); 
His Eminence Mefodiy, (Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church); Most 
Reverend Markiyan Trofimyak (Roman 
Catholic Church in Ukrame); Rabbi 
Yaakov Dov Bleich (Chief Rabbi of Kyiv 
and Ukraine); Sheikh Ahmad Tamim 
(Grand Mufti of Ukraine), and various 
representatives of Protestant denominations 
and communities in Ukraine. In addition 
there were various resource persons and 
assistants accompanying the group. 

Dr. Chantal Beauvais, Rector, Saint Paul 
University delivered greetings to the over 
180 participants as did James Temerty, 
Chair of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter 
which sponsored the visitors. Both Patriarch 


Front row (left to right): Adrian Korotnycky (Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter), James Temerty (Chair of the Board 
of Directors of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter), Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, (Primate of Kyiv-Galicia, Head of the Ukrainian Greco- 
Catholic Church), Rabbi Jacob Dov Bleich (Chief Rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine), Patriarch Filaret Denysenko (Primate of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate, UOC - KP), Bishop Markiyan Trofym’yak (Head of External Relations of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Ukraine): Second row (left to right): Pavlo Grod (President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress), Bishop Mykhailo Panochko 
(Senior Bishop of the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical Church), Bishop Leonid Padun (Senior Pastor of the Ukrainian Christian Evangelical 
Church) , Metropolitan Methodiy Kudriakov (Head of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church), Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak 
(Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada), Archbishop Eustratiy (Secretary of the UOC-KP), Vyacheslav Nesteruk (President 
of the all-Ukrainian Union of Associations of Evangelical Christians-Baptists), Vasyl Raichynets (Senior Presbyter of the Union of Free 
Churches of Christians of Evangelical Faith of Ukraine) 


Sviatoslav and Rabbi Bleich brought mass murder of Jews in their homelands in 


Cheremosh 


School us Ukrainian Dance 


greetings on behalf of the Council. 

The discussion panel was chaired by 
the Very Rev. Dr. Peter Galadza (Kule 
Family Chair of Eastern Christian Liturgy, 
Sheptytsky Institute). The program of 
speakers and topics was as follows: 

Prof. Paul Robert Magocsi, FRSC (Chair 
of Ukrainian Studies, University of Toronto) 
“The World of Andrei Sheptytskyi” 

Prof. Liliana Hentosh (Chair of History of 
the Catholic Church, Institute for Historical 
Research, National University) 
“Metropolitan  Sheptytskyi and | the 
Jewish Community: Archival Sources and 
Contextual Approaches” 

Prof. Myroslay Marynovych  (Місе- 
Rector, Ukrainian Catholic University, Lviv) 
“Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky and the 
Jews: An Ethical-Historical Analysis” 

Right Rey. Dr. Andriy Chirovsky (Peter 
and Doris Kule Chair of Eastern Christian 
Theology and Spirituality, Sheptytsky 
Institute) “Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky: 
The Spiritual Core ofa Complex Personality” 

The session concluded with a 20-minute 


Lviv 


video presentation entitled, “Jewish 
Voices on the Compassion and Courage of 
Metropolitan Andrey.” 


Special acknowledgement was given to the 
motion adopted, by unanimous consent, in 
the Parliament of Canada on the previous day 
honouring Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky. 

The motion reads: 

Whereas Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky 
(1865-1944) of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, was the leader of Western Ukraine 5 
largest faith group during the period of the 
Second World War; and 

Whereas in the darkest period of Europes 
history, with the deepening horrors of the 


Eastern Europe under German occupation 
during World War IT, he spoke out eloquently 
against anti-Jewish violence and urged his 
congregants in a famous homily: “Thou 
Shalt Not Kill; 

Whereas leaders and representatives of 
all Ukraines major faith communities — 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim — are visiting 
Canada to acknowledge Metropolitan 
Sheptytsky 5 good works; and 

Whereas Metropolitan Sheptytsky acted to 
shelter and rescue Jews, saving over 160, 
including some present with us in Ottawa 
today; 

This House is united in expressing 
Canada’s recognition of Andrey Sheptytsky 5 
courageous actions, compassion for his 
oppressed Jewish Ukrainian countrymen, 
and enduring example of commitment to 
fundamental human rights as humankind’ 
highest obligation. 

In closing, Father Stephen, the director 
of the Institute, thanked Temerty and the 
UJE for their vision and sponsorship, Prof 
Dominique Arel and the MASI staff for the 
organization of the Symposium, and the 
panel for their excellent presentations. In 
conveying his appreciation to the Council 
of religious leaders, he noted that while the 
Council expressed its gratitude to Canada for 
the many times it has recognized Ukraine in 
a formal way, it was important to underscore 
the profound gift the Council has brought to 
Canada. “You showed us what it means not 
only for one denomination to live in harmony 
with another, but how multiple churches and 
multiple faiths can all live together as sons 
and daughters of God.” Such a gift, he said, 
was worthy of the legacy of him whom we 
honoured, our patron: Metropolitan Andrey. 


" and 
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The students gather at the Legislature. 


Students’ walk-a-thon helps 
orphanage in Ukraine 


(Ivan Franko School)—Helping 
those less fortunate than ourselves 
has been part of the citizenship 
program for students at the Ivan 
Franko School of Ukrainian 
Studies in Edmonton for many 
years. This year, students had their 
walk-a-thon on April 28 as the final 
Stage of their fundraising efforts. 
Learning philanthropic skills, they 
managed to collect $1,950 for the 
Ternopil’s Children’s Orphanage 
in Ternopil, Ukraine. The events 
concluded at the Legislature 
Building where the students along 
with their teachers and parents 
were warmly greeted by Minister 
of Education Thomas Lukaszuk 
and MLA Gene Zwozdesky. It was 
covered by Edmonton media. 

The fourth year graduating class 
will be traveling to Ukraine later 
this summer to visit the orphanage 
and deliver them school, sport and 
playground supplies purchased 
with these funds. In the previous 
years, graduates of the school 


ча Hy 
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Europe upbraids Ukraine 
over Tymoshenko 


(RFE/RL)—If you’ve been following the story of Ukraine’s ailing 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and the international furor 
over her treatment in prison, then this cartoon by Yevhenia Oliynyk for 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service won’t need much explanation. 

Tymoshenko’s trademark blond braid, draped across Europe, is shown 
dividing Ukraine from the European Union. 


visited orphanages in Lviv, 
Ternopil, Ivano-Frankivsk and 
donated to the “Help The Children 
Fund” in Ukraine. 

The trip to Ukraine is an integral 
part of the school’s curriculum 
and a culmination of four years of 
hard work and study. Students look 
forward to acquainting themselves 
with the land of their ancestors and 
visiting many renowned historic 
and cultural sites. They will have 
an opportunity to appreciate the 
knowledge they have gained by 
experiencing Ukrainian culture and 
history first hand. “We believe,” 
said the principal of the school 
Liliya Sukhy, “that this trip to 
Ukraine will have an enduring and 
positive impact on the students. It 
will help them to better understand 
their Ukrainian heritage and define 
their identity within the larger 
Canadian community. The trip 
promises to be a truly memorable 
and impactful experience for all 
our graduates.” 


The School has been an important 
part of Ukrainian language 
education in Alberta since 1956 
with more than 500 graduates since 


its inception. Currently, there are | 


35 students enrolled in this unique 
immersion-style Ukrainian studies 


program that is accredited by | 


Alberta Learning. Students have 
the opportunity to earn high school 
credit for Ukrainian Language and 
Culture 10, 20 and 30. 


Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 

Fully Accessible rooms 

Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 


Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


ingsway, Edmonton, АВ T5G 3A1 
1.800.661.9843 chateaulouis.com 
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Living History - Up Close and Personal 


Halyna Teroshchuk (RFE/RL) 


Львівські правоохоронці не допустили жодних провокацій 


У Львові 9 травня обійшлось 
без провокацій 1 бійок 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Львівські правоохоронці не допустили у 
Львові жодних провокацій під час вшану- 
вання 9 травня Дня Перемоги. Місцевим 
комуністам не дозволили пройтись містом 
під червоними прапорами. Знамено пере- 
моги вдалося розгорнути лише на корот- 
ку мить. Представника комуністів пра- 
воохоронці затримали за порушення гро- 
мадського порядку. Тим часом у Тернополі 
затримані були двоє депутатів-свободівців, 
які влаштували шарпанину з міліціонерами. 

Львівський окружний адміністративний 
суд своїм рішенням заборонив 9 трав- 
ня у Львові проводити масові акції з на- 
годи Дня Перемоги. З позовом до суду 
звернулась Львівська міськрада, до якої 
надійшло 11 заявок від політичних і 
громадських організацій на проведення 
різних заходів на Пагорбі слави. 

Водночас львівські депутати ухвалою 
заборонили використовувати у Львові ра- 
дянську символіку, зокрема й червоні пра- 
пори. Двічі прокурор оскаржував рішення 
депутатів, вважаючи депутатську ухвалу 
про заборону використовувати червоні пра- 
пори такою, що суперечить Закону «Про 
увічнення Перемоги у Великій Вітчизняній 
війні 1941-1945 років». Та попри це, влада 
і силові структури неофіційно попроси- 
ли представників лівих політичних сил не 
провокувати ситуацію і не приходити з чер- 
воними стягами. А ось георгіївські стрічки 
рясніли на грудях ветеранів, комуністів і 
багатьох людей, які вшановують День Пе- 
ремоги 1 ніхто їх ні у кого на не зривав, як 
це було торік. 

Близько сотні осіб безперешкодно по- 
клали квіти і помолились на Марсово- 
му полі, де поховані радянські солдати, 
офіцери і чимало працівників НКВС. За- 
галом на Пагорбі слави і на Марсовому 
полі спочивають близько семи тисяч осіб. 

Ветеран з війни Борис Вакуленко 
розповів Радіо Свобода, що донині з бо- 
лем пригадує, як торік від місця поховань 
вояків його віддаляли металеві щити в 
руках правоохоронців. «Страшна нена- 
висть у мене до тих, хто не пропустив нас 


із квітами. Це немислимо, яка сьогодні 
злість», - зауважив ветеран. 

Однак Пагорб слави вже зусібіч ото- 
чили близько тисячі правоохоронців. 
Міліціонери 4 пропускали з лише THX, 
хто брав участь у покладанні квітів ра- 
зом із владою. Іншим довелось чекати 
півгодини перед кордоном міліції допоки 
завершиться офіційна церемонія. 

Начальник УМВС у Львівській області 
генерал-майор Олександр Рудяк пояснив, 
що Пагорб слави перебуває в особливо- 
му режимі охорони, щоб унеможливити 
будь-які провокації. А до них були охочі 
окремі місцеві політики. 

Комуністи таки розгорнули на Пагорбі 
слави червоний прапор, який пронесли у 
кишені. Втім процедура тривала коротку 
мить, оскільки представники ВО «Сво- 
бода» одразу кинулись видирати стяг. На 
невелику шарпанину блискавично зреа- 
гували правоохоронці, які не допустили 
сутичок і бійок. Керівника обласного осе- 
редку КПУ Юрія Ткаченка затримали за 
порушення громадського порядку. 

Львів'яни пояснили Радіо Свобода, 
чому вони негативно ставляться до чер- 
воного прапора: 

- Половина моєї родини була вивезена 
під червоним прапором зі Львова. Під 
цим прапором стріляли, нищили церк- 
ви, духовенство. Частину сім'ї вивезли 
у Сибір. То як ми можемо ставитись до 
червоного прапора. 

- Із червоним прапором лізли знімати 
ланцюг у церкві. Я це бачила на власні очі. 

- Під червоним прапором загинуло 
більше наших людей, чим під німецьким 
у п'ять разів. Це прапор, омитий кров'ю 
українців. 

Депутати Тернопільської міськради 
також заборонили своєю ухвалою ви- 
користовувати червоні прапори у місті. 
Представники ВО «Свобода» намагались 
не пропустити тернопільських ветеранів 
війни і комуністів із червоними знаме- 
нами у Парк слави. Відтак відбулась су- 
тичка з міліціонерами і двоє депутатів- 
свободівців були затримані. 
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«День перемоги» у Києві 


Євген Солонина, Катерина Недеснова, 
Радіо Свобода 

Військові розганяли хмари, афганці го- 
дували всіх солдатською кашею, а віце- 
прем'єр Сергій Тігіпко з однопартійцями 
перекрив вулиці Мазепи та Лаврську. 
Так відзначали державне свято «День 
перемоги» у Києві. На відміну від інших 
українських міст, в українській столиці 
67-а річниця завершення Другої світової 
війни пройшла без конфліктів. 

На ранок 9 травня у Києві прогнозува- 
ли дощ, однак урочистості до Дня Пере- 
моги злива оминула. Як з'ясувалося, 
напередодні військова авіація розганя- 
ла хмари над столицею, посипаючи їх 
речовинами, що перешкоджають опа- 
дам, розповів міністр оборони Дмитро 
Саламатін. За його словами, ці речовини 
є екологічно безпечними. 

Вранці підходи до Парку Слави та вихід 
із метро майдан Незалежності перекри- 
ли правоохоронці: у цей час Президент 
України Віктор Янукович поклав квіти до 
могили Невідомого солдата, а після цьо- 
го взяв участь в урочистостях на майдані 
Незалежності. 

Вітаючи українців зі святом, Янукович 
пообіцяв боротися за подолання бідності 
та за розвиток економіки на основі нових 
технологій. 

«Ми стали на нелегкий шлях 
модернізації України. Будуємо нову 
державу, де не буде місця корупції та 
свавіллю чиновників. Ми створюємо 
економічну базу для подолання бідності, 
для стимулювання інноваційного розвит- 
ку», - заявив на майдані Президент. 

Невдовзі після Президента квіти до 
Парку Слави принесли  представни- 
ки опозиції. Тим часом, на площі біля 
станції метро Арсенальна відбувся мітинг 
прихильників Партії регіонів, який очо- 
лив віце-прем'єр, міністр соціальної 
політики Сергій Тігіпко. 

«Україна втратила у тій війні загибли- 
ми, зниклими безвісти 10 мільйонів лю- 
дей. Про що ж думали вони у окопах, у 
концтаборах, біля верстатів? Щоб ми 
зараз жили краще, - наголосив віце- 
прем'єр. - Тож зараз перед нами стоїть 


безпрецедентна задача - розбудувати дер- 
жаву соціально орієнтовану, яка би спи- 
ралася на економіку, яка б забезпечувала 
і ветеранів війни, і всіх, хто не може сам 
подбати про себе, і давала би можливість 
працювати всім, хто хоче працювати». 

До мітингу долучилися і заступник ce- 
кретаря РНБО Нестор Шуфрич, який ви- 
ступив публічно вперше за останній рік, і 
організатор протестів проти екс-прем'єра 
Юлії Тимошенко Олег Калашников. 

Зрештою, Тігіпко запропонував пере- 
крити вулицю Мазепи i нею вируши- 
ти у бік Парку Слави та музею війни. 
Правоохоронці не перешкоджали, і навіть 
завертали автівки, які могли зупини- 
ти колону. Між тим попереду урочистої 
ходи їхали | автомобілі учасників 
загальноукраїнського автопробігу до Дня 
Перемоги, який так само організували 
прихильники Партії регіонів. 

Втім, коли хода регіоналів закінчилася, 
вулицями | Мазепи ta  Лаврською 
відновили рух, і десятки тисяч киян, які 
з родинами йшли в бік Співочого поля та 
музею війни, з'юрмилися на тротуарах та 
заблокували підземні переходи. 

На Співочому полі, на майдані 
Незалежності та в інших районах столиці 
тривали святкові концерти, мітинги та ви- 
ступи самодіяльних колективів. 

Наприклад, У Парк Партизанської сла- 
ви, що на Дарниці, в обід в'їхало близько 
сотні танків, бронемашин та інших оди- 
ниць техніки часів війни. Тут показали 
сценки з побуту фронтовиків, а згодом 
організували частування близько 500 
ветеранів. 

Організації ветеранів Афганістану при- 
везли польові кухні, і пригощали всіх 
охочих солдатською кашею. А ветерани і 
очевидці війни ділилися своїми спогада- 
ми. Здебільшого, вони дуже відрізнялися 
від тих картин війни, до яких українці 
звикли у радянських фільмах про війну. 

Увечері 9 травня святкування продовжу- 
валося. На Хрещатику організували кон- 
церт. До охорони порядку в центрі міста 
залучили близько 3 тисяч правоохоронців. 
За повідомленням МВС, провокацій та су- 
тичок, як і в інших містах, у Києві не було. 


RadloSvoboda ory (RFE/RL) 


Афганці годували всіх солдатською кашею 


День Перемоги як привід для «духовної війни» 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні відзначення чергової річниці перемоги в 
Другій світовій війні стало приводом для висловлен- 
ня антагоністичних політичних поглядів. Націонал- 
патріоти виступили проти минулорічного рішення 
Верховної Ради про використання червоного «прапору 
Перемоги». Тоді як проросійські активісти закликали 
своїх прихильників ігнорувати товари з тих регіонів 
України, де вшановують Українську повстанську армію. 
На думку експертів, українські політики не зацікавлені 
в тому, щоб пропагувати нове неконфліктне тлумачення 
подій Другої світової війни. 

Громадська організація «Спільна справа» виступила 
з ініціативою провести мітинг-реквієм на вшанування 
пам'яті українських патріотів, які загинули в боротьбі 
з нацистами. Ініціативу підтримала низка національно- 
патріотичних організацій. Серед інших, члени 
всеукраїнське об'єднання «Тризуб» виступають проти 
минулорічного рішення парламенту щодо використання 
червоного «прапора Перемоги». 

«Українські націоналісти боролися проти двох 
тоталітарних систем - коричневої і червоної. Українська 


сторона була третя. Відповідно, нацистська Німеччина і 
комуністичний Радянський Союз - це одне й те саме зло», 
- зазначає заступник голови «Тризубу» Андрій Тарасенко. 

Натомість проросійський політичний клуб «Альтерна- 
тива» напередодні 9 травня закликав не купувати товари 
з тих областей, де встановлюють пам'ятники лідерам 
ОУН-УПА, які, за словами проросійських активістів, 
були пособниками нацистів. - 

«Ми закликаємо людей задуматися, чи варто купу- 
вати товари у виробника з тих міст, де прославляється 
неонацизм, де стоять пам'ятники пособникам фашистів: 
бандерам, шухевичам, вулиці на честь дудаєвих і тому 
подібні речі?» — зазначив речник «Альтернативи», 
журналіст Дмитро Скворцов. 

В умовах війни ідеологій, історія Другої світової війни 
без антагонізму, була би для України нелогічною, додає він. 

«Україна складається із двох частин із різними 
цінностями. I зшити їх не вийде. Ми бачили що 
відбувалося у Львові минулого року. Думаю, якби в Се- 
вастополь приїхали прихильники Бандери, то так само 
кров би пролилася», - зауважив Дмитро Скворцов. 

Між тим, українська історична наука дедалі більше 


уваги приділяє історії людей - учасників подій, а не 
історії держав і фронтів. Крім того, за роки незалежності 
в Україні з'явилися чимало нових історичних праць та 
популярних видань, які пропонують неантагоністичний 
погляд на участь українців у Другій світової війні. 
Проте, з різних причин, подібна точка зору не набуває 
широкої популярності. 

Редактор інтернет-видання «Історична правда» Вах- 
танг Кіпіані зазначає, що в Україні не відбулося зако- 
нодавчого примирення між українцями, які воювали в 
Радянській армії та в УПА. 

«Спочатку треба зменшити наслідок упослідження, 
яке вояки УПА мають дотепер. Це взагалі неактуальна 
ідея. Бо вона красива за формою, але дуже важка по суті. 
Це означає, що треба сказати своїм виборцям: політику- 
галичанину - що ми домовимося з червоними окупантами, 
а політик на сході - регіонал - скаже: ми маємо домовити- 
ся із цими клятими бандерівцями», - зазначає Кіпіані. 

На його думку, подібними речами мали би займа- 
тися люди, які, по-перше, наділені більшою високою 
суспільною довірою, ніж у чинних політиків, по-друге, не 
розраховують на моментальний політичний результат. 
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Ukraine in need of allies, 


CIUS director 


(UkrNews)—The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies has a mission to bring a modernized message 
of Ukrainian identity to the world, says one of the can- 
didates for the position of Director of the Institute. 

The new director will replace Dr. Zenon Kohut who 
is retiring from that position. 

“Ukraine is in desperate need of allies who are lucky 
enough not to have gone through the Soviet horror. 
Ukraine is in desperate need of allies in the west. We 
are allies. I am an ally. If I’m ап ally in Edmonton 
or somewhere else this will not change. Here I have 
much better opportunities because of a team sharing 
my values,” said Dr. Michael Moser, Associate Pro- 


fessor, Institute for Slavic Studies at the University | 


of Vienna (Austria) and the Péter Pazmany Catholic 
University in Budapest and Piliscsaba (Hungary); Full 


Professor and Dean of the Philosophical Faculty of | 


the Ukrainian Free University in Munich (Germany), 
March 22. 
Dr. Moser was speaking at a Visioning Forum in 


which candidates for the directorship speak on their | 


view of CIUS and its place in the University and wider 
communities 


Two other candidates for the post will present their } 


views this month. 

Volodymyr Kravchenko, Professor of History and 
Head of the Department of Ukrainian Studies, Philo- 
sophical Faculty, V.N. Karazin National University of 
Kharkiv (Ukraine), Director, The Kowalsky Eastern 
Ukrainian Institute, will speak May 11. 

Vitaly Chernetsky, Associate Professor, Department 
of German, Russian, and East Asian Languages, Mi- 
ami University, Ohio; Director, Film Studies Program, 
Miami University, Ohio, will speak May 17 

Dr. Moser said that the CIUS has provided an en- 
vironment of tremendous significance for Ukraine in 
that most of Ukraine’s brightest and best educated 
young scholars were supported by the institute. 

Responding to a question about the need to preserve 
and enhance Ukraine’s identity and language, Dr. 
Moser said Ukrainian language and identity is import- 
ant for the diversity of Europe 

“Tt is not good for the diversity of Europe if the 
Ukrainian language and identity are swallowed by 
others. The Ukrainian nation has a cultural richness 
that is part of the European heritage,” he noted 

However, he added that peuple who speak Russian 
or a mixture of Russian and Ukrainian should be al- 
lowed to do so. 

“Our message must be you are part of the Ukrainian 
nation you should know the Ukrainian language and 


candidate says 


Prof. Michael Moser 


you should accept it. You should also value it. But we 
will not force you to speak Ukrainian all the time,” he 
added. 

Dr. Moser said the CIUS is one of the leading cen- 
tres of Ukrainian studies in the world and in some re- 
spect the leading centre of Ukrainian Studies in the 


‘world, “so I would be proud to work here.” 


He also said the CIUS is “just vibrant” so the new 
director should not be prepared to start a revolution. 

“Why should you stati a revolution when something 
is vibrant?” he queried. 

“You can renegotiate this and that. The Canadian In- 
stitute of Ukrainian Studies will be a little bit different 
in the future. Why because there will be at least one 
new person. Will it be better? I don’t know. Will it be 
worse? I hope not,” he added. 

In 2005, Dr. Moser was awarded a START Award by 
the Austrian Science Foundation for his project “1000 
Years of Ukrainian Language History in Galicia. He 
was a Shklar Fellow at the Harvard Ukrainian Re- 
search Institute in 2005. Professor Moser has authored 
numerous books and academic articles devoted to the 
study of linguistics in Ukraine. 


UGCC call on president to recognize 
UPA’s participation in war 


(RISU)—As part of the national Day of Remembrance 
on May 7, 2012, in the information agency UNIAN, a 
roundtable “Models of Reconciliation and Attitude To- 
ward the Past” was held. The event was initiated and 
organized by the Justice and Peace Committee of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church jointly with the na- 
tional organization Union of Officers of Ukraine, the 
Committee on Christian Unity of UGCC and the Depart- 
ment of Patriarchal Curia of the UGCC on Matters of 
Pastoral Care in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

RISU was informed by representatives of the Justice 
and Peace Committee that the roundtable was aimed 
to develop a philosophy of reconciliation and revive 
a unified Ukrainian self-consciousness regarding the 
participation of the fighters of UPA [Ukrainian In- 
surgent Army] and of the Ukrainian Soviet Army in 
WWII. The discussion was attended by both influ- 
ential experts on this subject and participants of the 
events of WWII. 

The participants of the roundtable signed a joint ad- 
dress to the public. 

The document reads in particular: “Ukraine was 
reconciled with the countries which participated in 
WWII, but inside Ukraine there is no agreement un- 


fortunately... The burden of the past is impossible to 
forget, but it is possible to accept it only when there 
is mutual forgiveness. It is a long and complicated but 
possible process. A generation of Ukrainian citizens 
has grown up in the twenty years of independence. It 


is for the sake of their peaceful future, the future of 


our children, grandchildren, that we address Ukraine’s 
president, authorities, local administrative bodies, 
leaders of political parties, public organizations with 
a request to start a peaceful dialogue in the society 


regarding the painful question of reconciliation of 


Ukrainians who fought on different sides as they had 


no state of their own and to recognize the fighters of 


the Ukrainian Insurgent Army as a party in World War 
G2 

The address was signed by a veteran of WWII, a re- 
tired Colonel, H. Chepkyi, Head of the Rivne Region- 
al Organization of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, V. 
Kyryliuk, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor at 
the T. Shevchenko Kyiv National University, V. Ser- 
hiichuk, Ambassador of Ukraine, Doctor of Law, Pro- 
fessor, У. Vasylenko, Head of the Union of Officers of 
Ukraine, Colonel in reserve, V. Bilous, Head of Com- 
mittee Justice and Peace, M. Melnyk. 


Probe Launched into murder of Azerbaijani Congress leader 


(RFE/RL)—Authorities in Donetsk say they have 
launched an investigation into the murder of the leader 
of the local ethnic Azerbaijani community. 

Reports say Igbal Makhmudoy, 35, chairman of the 
Azerbaijani Congress organization in Donetsk Oblast 
and a well-known businessman, was shot dead by an 
unknown assailant in the town of Makiivka on May 9. 

He was reportedly on his way to a meeting with vet- 


erans of World War II, as the anniversary of the end of 
the war in Europe was marked. 

Witnesses say the attacker shot Makhmudov five 
times as he was leaving his car near a restaurant. 

Reports say the assailant and an accomplice left the 
scene on a motorcycle. 

Police have declined to comment on a possible mo- 
tive, citing the ongoing investigation. 


11 
Church and media should be 
partners, породам says 


(RISU)—The church and media 
should develop abilities and pa- 
tience and become responsible 
partners, Vice Rector of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University 
(UCU) Myroslav Marynovych said 
during the conference “Church and 
Information Society” held at UCU 
on May 4-5. 

“Tt is not easy for the church to 
live in the modern discourse. The 
whole history and tradition often 
urges the church to be over the so- 
ciety and not beside it. Obviously, 
it is wrong and it should be given 
up as this process is not harmoni- 
ous and is often painful. This task 
is difficult not only for the church 
but also for the media,” said Myro- 
slay Marynovych. 

The scholar noted that with each 
year, the quality of religious jour- 
nalism improves. 

“Praise God, we have passed the 
stage in which in the early 90s, a 
newspaper report read ‘Jewish’ or- 
dination instead of ‘priestly ordina- 
tion.’ Today, the professionalism 
has improved but it is not enough. 
One also needs the sense of part- 
nership. In my opinion, one of the 
manifestations of this partnership 


Myroslav Marynovych 


is that the media and church togeth- 
er become heralds and preachers 
of values,” said the vice rector of 
UCU. 

“Values are not only the church’s 
business, they are also included in 
the sphere of media, because they 
themselves suffer from the lack of 
the values in the society. Therefore, 
I wish both sides sincere and re- 
sponsible partnership,” concluded 
Marynovych 
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PRU to pass Russian 
language law, Yatseniuk says 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The Regions Party will try to pass a law making 
Russian the second official language of Ukraine before the parliamentary 
elections in the country, Front for Change Party leader Arseniy Yatseniuk 
has said. 

“T expect that the Regions Party will try to lobby for the law on Rus- 
sian as the second state language before the elections, because in doing 
so they will try to mobilize the people who vote for them,” he said at a 
briefing after laying flowers at the Memorial of Eternal Flame in Kyiv’s 
Park of Glory on May 9. 

He said that the Regions Party would try “to make a show regarding 
the cancellation of deputy immunity in order to imprison all opposition 
deputies who still walk free.” 

In addition, the politician said that Regions Party members would try to 
use parliament as a mechanism to raise their falling popularity rating. 

“We have different goals from them. We believe that parliament should 
work for the benefit of the people of Ukraine. They, for some reason, be- 
lieve that it should work only for the electoral field of the Regions Party. 
If they work this way, then this parliament will not be a platform for the 
propaganda work of the Regions Party,” Yatseniuk said. 
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24-го травня, 
десята річниця 


Цього року, 
виповнюється 
смерті всесвітлішого о. митрата 
Тарнавського, довголітного паро- 
ха церкви св. Юрія Побідоносця 
в Едмонтоні 1 нашого дорогого 
батька, дідуся 1 прадіда. 

Священичі Рукоположення 0. 
Тарнавський одержав у 1937 році 
3 рук св. п. Преосвященного Епи- 
скопа Івана Бучка i був призначе- 
ний до душпастирської праці в 
Рогатинському деканаті. Друга 
світова війна змусила молодого 
священика втікати з родиною до 
Авсрії, а опісля до Німеччини 
де служив українцям в таборах 
біженців. По війні Владика Кир 
Ніль прийняв о. Тарнавського до 
Едмонтонської епархії в Канаді. 
У 1950-тих роках о. Тарнавський 
служив у парафіяльній окрузі 
Ту Tune, а від 1956-го року був 
призначений до нової парафії св. 
Юрія в Едмонтоні де душпасти- 
рював понад 40 років. 

Доцінюючи ревність і плодо- 
виту священичу працю о. Воло- 
димира Тарнавського, церковні 
власті висказували йому повне 
признання і похвалу. I так cB. 
п. Блаженніший Патриярх Йо- 
сиф Сліпий в 1967 р. грамотою 
іменував о. Тарнавського Ми- 
трополичим Радником а в 1972 
р. наділив його гідністю По- 
чесного Крилошанина. У 1997 
р. св.п. Блаженніший Патріярх 
Любомир Іван Любачів-ський 
іменував о. Володимира Митро- 
форним Протопресвітерем. 

O. митрат Тарнавський присвя- 
чував багато зусиль у вихованні 
молоді в рідному українському 


О. митрат Володимир 
Тарнавський 


церковному обряді, в наших 
традиціях та в патріотичному 
дусі. ШНайскоріше зорганізував 
дитячий садок а згодом збуду- 
вав двох повеховий будинок, 
парафіяльну Рідну Школу, де 
навчалися діти з цілого Ед- 
монтону.  ЄСотки українських 
школярів перейшли через двері 
школи церки св. Юрія так що 
вже друге покоління ходять тут 
навчатися. Підчас о. Тарнавсь- 
кого праці в парафії, збудова- 
но величаву церкву з чудовим 
стилевим росписом. Часто ка- 
зав о. митрат що ця церква має 
стояти як пам'ятник 1000-літтю 
христіянства в Україні. 

O. Тарнавський був 
довголітним пластуном і служив 
капеланом пласту. Також був 
великим приятелем молодечої 
організації СУМ. 

Упокоївся на 90-му році тру- 
долюбимого життя, 1 в 65-ту 
річницю ревної душпастирської 
праці. 

ВІЧНА ЙОМУ ПАМ'ЯТЬ 
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Десята річниця смерті (115 років журналу «Місіонар» 
всесвітлішого о. 


митрата Тарнавського 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Найстаріший в Україні релігійний часопис 
«Місіонар» виходить 115 років. У травні 1897 
року майбутній митрополит Андрей Шептицький, 
який на той час був ігуменом Львівського 
Василіанського монастиря став співзасновником 
та ініціатором журналу. Сьогодні ми маємо нагоду 
ознайомитися з архівними матеріалами часопису. 

У 1897 році  32-річний  ігумен-василіан, 
майбутній митрополит УГКЦ Андрей Шептицький 
усвідомлював значення друкованого слова, через 
яке можна доносити до людей знання і правду. 
У час, коли вийшов перший номер часопису, 
українці в Галичині відстоювали своє право на 
мову, традиції, віру та історію. 

Із архівних матеріалів, які тепер доступні не 
лише у друкованому вигляді, але й електронному 
варіанті, дізнаємося, що рубрики «Розмовна 
картка», «Питання i відповіді», «Нам пишуть», 
«Листи з краю», «Подяки за вислухані молитви», 
«Щоденна молитва» та інші були популярні серед 
читачів і донині чимало з них актуальні. 

У довоєнний час «Місіонар» вирізнявся з-поміж 
інших часописів з своєю індивідуальністю, 
виглядом, змістом. Друкувалися роздуми про 
значення душпастирської праці, коментарі до 
Біблії, сценарії релігійних свят. Протягом року у 
редакцію надходило близько півтори тисячі листів. 

Із кінця ХІХ століття розпочалась перша хвиля 
міграції українців із Галичини за кордон, а разом 
з тим і місійна праця. У «Місіонарі» у 1897 році 
опублікували лист ієромонаха Сильвестра з 
Бразилії, в якому він розповідає читачам правду 
про заробітчан і чужину. «Крайній час зарадити 
біді тих нещасних душ. Священників треба чим 
скорше, доки ще тліє у декого віра. Но тут такий 
священник може рішитися йти, котрий би з гори 
знав, що йде на чорну працю і котрий був би 


готовий 1 на смерть, якщо хоче рятувати душі від 
погибелі. Праця тут страшна», - писав перший 
василіанський місіонер у Бразилії Сильвестр 
Кізима. 

Часопис «Місіонар» читали в українській 
діаспорі. А у роки підпілля УГКЦ, з 1946-го до 
1989 року, люди передавали журнал з родини в 
родину, зауважує головний редактор часопису, 
отець Корнилій Яремак. 

«Цілі покоління тих, які не змогли відвідувати 
храми, були виховані завдяки  «Місіонару». 
Сьогодні він не може конкурувати з комерційними 
виданнями, але ми стараємось поліпшити його. 
I виходимо на ширший формат спілкування 
в інтернеті. (Сьогодні у суспільстві (існує 
неймовірний запит на релігію», - каже отець 
Корнилій. 

Наприкінці ХІХ століття з кожним наступним 
номером «Місіонар» збільшував тираж і в роки 
редакторства отця Плятоніда Філяса навіть сягав 
від 20 до 50 тисяч. Сьогодні наклад близько 
6 тисяч. Все менше людей читають друковані 
видання. А тому, щоб привернути більшу увагу 
передусім молоді, часопис почав виходити і в 
електронній версії, 1 поєднали довоєнні номери 
журналу з відновленим 20 років тому часописом. 

«Але € одна небезпека, що стосується 
інтернету. Люди втікають у віртуальне життя і 
завдання таких, як наш сайт в тому, щоб людину, 
вхопивши у віртуальному житті, повернути в 
реальне, - зауважує отець Корнилій Яремак. — Ми 
намагатимемося повертати людину до живого 
спілкування через самоосвіту та пізнання істини». 

Але як сто років тому, так і сьогодні людей 
цікавили 1 цікавлять передусім вічні питання: віра, 
любов, ненависть, помста, справедливість... Як не 
дивно, але тематика часописів «Місіонар» кінця 
ХІХ століття актуальна 1 на початку ХХІ століття. 


Конференція на тему "УПА?" 
відбулася в Нью-Иоркському 
Університеті 


Спільними зусиллями Центру Американсько- 
Українських Відносин, Українського Конгресового 
Комітету Америки, Організації Оборони Чотирьох 
Свобід України і Товариства Вояків Української 
Повстанської Армії в четвер. 3 травня ц.р. у Нью- 
Йоркському Університеті відбулася конференція 
в  70-ту річницю оформлення Української 
Повстанської Армії під заголовком "Нескорені: 
Спадщина Української Повстанської Армії (1942- 
1950)”. 

Конференцію відкрив 1 нею провадив голова 
Центру політолог Володимир Зарицький який 
вказав на важливу історичну ролю УПА, а також 
підкреслив її виїмковість серед партизанських 
рухів та армій недержавних народів своєю 
чисельністю та довготривалою боротьбою. 

Головну доповідь виголосив колишній головний 
архівіст Служби Безпеки України та директор 
Дослідчого Центру Визвольної Боротьби України, 
Володимир Вятрович, який в змістовному виступі 
українською мовою, що перекладав Микола 
Грицковян, представив - визвольну 0 боротьбу 
українського народу. Варто відзначити, що на 
Західній Україні після програних Визвольних 
1918-20 років з від оформленням 
Української Військової Організації аж до кінця 
довголітньої боротьби УПА, яку odopmuna 
Організація Українських Націоналістів та яка 
за радянськими архівами відбула останній бій з 
ворогом щойно в 1960 році. Доповідач- визначний 
знавець цього періоду історії з націоналістичних 
джерел, але зосереджувався також як архівіст 
на матеріялах з раяднського архіву. У доповіді 
було чимало нової цікавої інформації, а також 
аналітики в історичному порівнальному контексті. 


Змагань 


За радянським підрахунками майже пів мільйона 
осіб було вбито, арештовано чи засланно за службу 
в УПА або допомогу її. 

Пізніше виступали 
доповняли головну доповідь 
темами, все у відношенню до УПА. Старший 
науковий службовець Інституту | Етнології 
Національної Академії Наук України, Оксана 
Кісь, сконцентрувала увагу на роль жінок в 
УПА. Провідний науковець Інституту Історії 
Національної Академії Наук України ,Оксана 
Юркова, представила діяльність свого Інститу 
зокрема по відношенню до УПА, 
запізнавши присутніх про Інтернетну сторінку 
цього Інститу. Старший науковець Шкільної Ради 
Штату Пенсильвенії, Trop Мірчук, зосередився 
на людських ресурсах та інфраструктурах на 
яких покладалася УПА, вказуючи зокрема на 
унікальність цого українського партизанського 
руху який діяв виключно на підставі допомоги 
власному народу та без піддержки чужинців. 
Голова "Світової Конференції Українських 
Державницьких Організацій, Аскольд Лозинський, 
змалював образ УПА на підставі західньої 
публіцистики, неукраїнських джерел зокрема у 
площині її чисельності та довготривалості, а також 
вплив на майбутні покоління спершу серед в'язнів 
радянських гулагів, а також пізнійшої діяльності 


співбесідники які 


окремими під 


а саме 


т.зв дисидентського руху. 
Після перекуски відбулася жвава дискусія. 

Треба відмітити велике зацікавлення учасників. 

Конференційна заля де відбувалася конференція 

була переповнена українцями та не-українцями 

різних вікових категорій. 

Пресова Референтура ООЧСУ 


The Barvinsky family 


Adream coming true for orphans in Ukraine 


By Heather Seargeant 

Just before Easter I sat for a couple of hours with 
Leanne Swekla-Barvinska painting my first ever 
Ukrainian Easter egg under the watchful eye of a mu- 
tual Ukrainian friend. Leanne was home in Edmonton 
from Ukraine to connect with her family and her sup- 
porters in her mission to the orphans and children-at- 
risk there. Leanne has been in Ukraine for 12 years 
now caring for orphans and working in various other 
capacities. If you remember the article in December’s 
issue, I talked about how Leanne, with her husband 
Arkadiy, was dreaming of owning a home so that they 
could foster more children. Something very exciting 
has developed! 

A very suitable home has gone up for sale in Irpen, 
where they live; Irpen is close to the city of Kyiv. The 
owner of the home would very much like it to be used 
to continue work with abandoned and orphaned chil- 
dren. Fund-raising to turn this vision into reality has 
begun. Leanne and Arkadiy must own a home before 
the Ukrainian government will allow them to perma- 
пепіїу foster more children. They already have a girl 
and a boy but have hearts so large they want to adopt 
eight more! They also want to encourage couples in 
Ukraine to do the same to provide a “forever home” 
to the thousands of children that are in desperate need. 

The house that is for sale has three sections. One 
section is a home with a big, bright kitchen with a 
huge eating area and two big bedrooms; one of the 
bedrooms could be made into two. There is a family 
room with a fireplace and there are two bathrooms. 
Another section of the house has two more bedrooms 
or rooms to use to teach children or do crafts, a small 
kitchen and a bathroom. The third area has a large 
multi-purpose room that could be used in many differ- 
ent ways from facilitating small groups - doing crafts, 
homework, and interacting with children. Also, sem- 
inars for the children and/or parents could also be con- 
ducted in this area. Another use for the multi-purpose 
room would be for mentoring and teaching life skills 
such as cooking (which the industrial-sized kitchen 
would help facilitate.) There is a basement for stor- 


age, a shed-like garage and a garden with new apple 
trees to play in. The church (Irpen Bible Church) that 
Leanne and Arkadiy attend is behind them as well 
with support from its people. 

The cost of the house is $250,000 US/CAN and 
$20,000 has been raised so far. I spoke with Inter- 
national Humanitarian Services (IHS) president Jenny 
Mernickle and she is very excited about the possibil- 
ities opening up in Ukraine and sees this as just the 
first of many houses to be dedicated to serving the 
children of Ukraine. She knows Leanne well and calls 
her a “woman full of love for kids, a humble servant 
with nothing pretentious about her.” Leanne knows 
her life’s call and has not ceased to push towards her 
goal of loving and caring for the abandoned children 
in Ukraine in the past 12+ years. Her Ukrainian hus- 
band is one with Leanne in heart and mind and can 
hardly wait to care for more children. 

The plight of these children is well articulated in 
the following quote: “It is not the physical pain that 
endangers orphans most. It is the mental pain caused 
by stress from years and years of being neglected, 
pushed aside, disregarded, unloved, and made to feel 
undeserving, and in almost all cases, made to feel like 
a possession rather than an equal human being. Even 
more, it is the lack of unconditional love, the right to 
be accepted as a child and to be loved as a child, no 
matter what you do that is most wounding.”(Roger 
Dean Kiser) 

As I search my own heart and pockets to see how 
deep I can dig for this exciting and compassionate 
dream to come true I hope that you too will consider 
doing the same. 

Donations can be made to “The Ukraine House” 
online at: <www.ihmissions.com>,or by mail to: IHS, 
Box 400, Edmonton, AB, Canada, T5J 2J6 

Donations are tax-deductible;-receipts will be issued 
by IHS at the appropriate time of the year. If you want 
to become a monthly supporter of Leanne and Ark- 
adiy’s ministry you can sign up for automatic monthly 
donations through JHS as well. 

May you be blessed! 


The home the ВагуїпукКу 5 want to turn into an orphanage 
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UCC expresses 
condolences on the 
passing of Modest Cmoc 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress issued the follow- 
ing statement on the sudden passing of Modest Cmoc. 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and all its constituent 
member organizations, I would like to express our deepest condolences 
to the family and friends of the late Mr. Modest Cmoc,” stated Paul Grod, 
UCC President. “Modest Стос will be remembered as a tremendous con- 
tributor to the strength of Canada’s Ukrainian community and as some- 
one who made a positive difference in the work of the UCC and many of 
its member organizations. Modest loved Canada, his Ukrainian heritage, 
and his family and friends. He will be dearly missed.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian community has suffered a great loss with his 
passing. Modest was actively involved in the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity, having occupied leadership positions in the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (National) as director of its Ottawa office, and in numerous 
leadership positions in the Ukrainian Professional and Business Associa- 
tion (Ottawa), as well as Ukrainian Youth organization Plast. 

Modest Orest Стос was born on March 22, 1942 and immigrated with 
his family to Canada as a child after the Second World War. He attended 
schools in Toronto and graduated from the University of Ottawa in 1966. 
He was active in various Ukrainian community organizations in Toronto 
and later in Ottawa. Professionally, Cmoc worked in management pos- | 
itions for the federal government and in the private sector. Following his 
retirement, Cmoc continued his activities in the ethnocultural community 
and held various executive positions in several voluntary and national 
organizations. 

We ask God to remember Mr. Cmoc’s family during this difficult time, 
and to grant Modest Cmoc eternal life in His Heavenly home. 

Vichnaya Yomu Pamyat - May His Memory Be Eternal 


Lutsenko’s appeal rejected 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Kyiv Court of Appeals has rejected a petition 
for holding a trial investigation from former Ukrainian Interior Minister 
Yuriy Lutsenko and his defense lawyer. 

“TThis court] rejects the petition of the defense team,” the presiding 
judge, Ivan Rybak, said, reading aloud his ruling upon return from the 
deliberation room. 

After the announcement of the ruling, the judges and all those present at 
the hearing left the courtroom, an Interfax-Ukraine reporter said. 

As reported, on May 8 Kyiv Court of Appeals held a preliminary 
hearing of an appeal of Lutsenko and his defense lawyer against a ruling 
of Pechersky District Court of Kyiv, which sentenced the ex-minister to 
four years of imprisonment. 

The defense team asked the Kyiv Court of Appeals to cancel a ruling of 
Kyiv’s Pechersky District Court on the case against Lutsenko and close 
the criminal case due to the absence of evidence of a crime. 

In addition, the defense team said that it is necessary to hold a trial 
investigation, as, according to them, the first instance court did this in a 
biased way. 

Kyiv’s Pechersky District Court found Lutsenko guilty of official 
crimes, sentenced him to four years in prison and banned him from 
holding public posts for three years. 

The court then passed a three-year suspended sentence on Lutsenko’s 
driver, Leonid Prystupliuk, with the confiscation of his property. The 
court also put a travel ban on Prystupliuk and stripped him of his police 
rank. In addition, the court also ordered the recovery of UAH 293,000 
from Lutsenko and Prystupliuk, and UAH 643,000 from the ex-minister 
alone. Lutsenko will have to serve two years and ten months in prison on 
top of the year and two months that the ex-minister has already spent in 
the pre-trial detention centre. 

Lutsenko was detained on December 26, 2010. The ex-minister was 
charged with committing crimes under Part 5, Article 191 of the Criminal 
Code (misappropriation of property on a large scale through abuse of 
office, with preliminary collusion with a group of individuals) and Part 
3, Article 365 of the Criminal Code (abuse of power that entailed grave 
consequences).The Prosecutor General’s Office also accused the former 
interior minister of misusing budget funds that were allocated for the 
celebration of Police Day at the Ukraine National Arts Palace in 2008- 
2009. 

The Kyiv Court of Appeals will consider Lutsenko’s appeal on May 15. 


No leads in Ukraine blast probe 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian authorities say they have no new leads in their 
investigation into the four explosions that rocked Dnipropetrovsk. 

More than 30 people were injured in the explosions on April 27. 

No one has taken responsibility for the attack. 

Local authorities have begun their clean-up of heavy concrete garbage 
receptacles, where the explosive devices were placed. 

Local officials told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service that all the concrete 
receptacles would soon be replaced by light metallic trash bins. 

Some 500 concrete receptacles have been removed so far. 

It is not clear when the new metallic substitutes will be installed. 
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Germany’s policies 


offensive to Ukrainians Ukraine: 


By Askold S. Lozynskyj 

The German Embassy in Kyiv recently hosted a lecture by a 
matriculating Polish-German history student, known for extrem- 
ist positions. The lecture was brazenly entitled “Bandera — fas- 
cist.” There was some dispute as to whether the event had oc- 
curred through an oversight, but the German Ambassador readily 
and shamelessly reassured all that he was on top of this matter 
and felt that it was appropriate. Interestingly enough the self- 
proclaimed pro-Ukrainian Ukrainian “Pravda” published the 
Ambassador’s arrogant explanation but refused to publish any 
opposing view. 

Unfortunately, this incident was not isolated. Ukrainians world- 
wide and, essentially anyone with a moral compass, were aghast 
when several years ago Germany decided to prosecute the re- 
cently deceased Ukrainian Ivan Demjanjuk on accessory allega- 
tions that no German or any other national had been prosecuted 
for in Germany. In fact all Germans had received an amnesty 
from prosecution on such allegations way back in the 1960’s. The 
irony here could not have been more extreme. By all accounts 
here was a German prisoner being tried by the very people who 
captured, confined and made him do whatever they were now ac- 
cusing him of having done. 

Following the recent clearly flawed presidential election in the 
Russian Federation neither the European Council nor the Europe- 
an Commission issued congratulatory statements on the election 
of Vladimir Putin. However Angela Merkel, Germany’s chancel- 
lor, broke rank and called Putin offering him a “strategic part- 
nership with Germany. This Merkel-Putin friendship officially 
dates back to 2006 when Merkel visited Putin in the Siberian city 
of Tomsk, they dined on “pelmeny” and Russian bear meat and 
the German Minister of Finance and Technology announced to 
Russian “Pravda” that Merkel and Putin “have become friends.” 
With both having a background from East Germany, perhaps this 
friendship is even more longstanding. 

At a recent conference of Ukrainian civil society organizations 
held in Munich, Germany, an invited representative of the Ger- 
man Foreign Affairs Association openly and without hesitation 
expressed the opinion that Germany has little interest in Ukraine 
and simultaneously sympathizes with Russian President Medve- 
dev’s daily ruminations “There isn’t a day that I don’t wake up 
and think about Ukraine.” This statement was made despite the 
fact that for Ukraine, Germany is the second largest trade partner, 
Uksaine’ geo-strategic location and the fact that gas from Russia 
to Germany passes through Ukrainian pipes. 

The work of the German civil society in Ukraine (the Catho- 
lic church and other institutions) is significant, but that is not a 
credit to German government policies. Ukrainians need to wake 
up. Germans historically have never been friends to Ukrainians. 
A glaring example from history would be Catherine II of Prus- 
sian ancestry, one of the most vicious rulers of the Russian Em- 
pire who brutalized Ukraine. Hitler murdered not only Jews, but 
ravaged Ukraine and murdered many Ukrainians. The arrogance 
of the current German Ambassador is a mild case on point as he 
extols the academic freedom of half learned extremists the like 
of which Germany has spawned more than its fair share over 
the years to defame Ukraine’s heroes. I cannot imagine anything 
more obscene than Stepan Bandera being labeled a fascist or Ivan 
Demjanjuk being charged as a war criminal by Germans who 
personify those terms. To foster better relations between Ger- 
many and Ukraine, Germany needs to make a change beginning 
with its ambassador in Kyiv. 

Then the healing should begin with Germany offering substan- 
tive restitution to the many Ukrainians who were mistreated by 
the Germans during World War 2 as prisoners and slave labor- 
ers and could not avail themselves of reparations or pensions be- 
cause they were on the other side of the Iron Curtain. German 
industry needs to come up big in this regard since many German 
companies benefited greatly from Ukrainian slave laborers. 

In the meantime and until there is tangible proof of Germany’s 
remorse and desire for reconciliation, Ukrainians in Ukraine and 
abroad should send a message by boycotting German products, 
not traveling to Germany and shunning contact with German 
government personnel and their representatives. Germany today 
is arguably the strongest economy in the European Union and can 
well survive this Ukrainian embargo, but it can be palpable even 
to an arrogant and hostile Germany. After all there are 46 million 
in Ukraine and 20 million Ukrainians abroad. Germany is today’s 
face of the EU. The only means by which the EU can grow is 
through integration, opening up new markets of both consumers 
and less expensive labor. It seems to me that it’s in Germany’s 
best interest to exhibit a human side. 

Footnote: The restitution/compensation which Germany has ac- 
corded Ukrainian slave laborers and prisoners of the Nazis who 
resided in Ukraine after the war and were alive on February 16, 

1999 (the cutoff date) was token rather than substantive. Some 
eleven billion German Marks were designated by Germany from 
the early 1990’s to 2000 for the three countries, Russia, Ukraine 
and Belarus. Ukraine received 1.724 German Marks which trans- 
lates to 881.47 million Euros. The number of Ukrainians eligible 
for compensation was between 500,000 and 1 million. Thus the 
average payment was a onetime payment of some 1000 Euros 
per survivor or his family. The rough average payment to such 
survivor previously on the other side of the Iron Curtain was the 
equivalent of ten times that amount. 
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Russia’s growing influence in 


By Taras Kuzio 

The Ukrainian government is negotiating the issue of 
ruble-denominated government bonds, making the coun- 
try no longer reliant on IMF assistance. Ukraine’s 2010 
IMF assistance package of $15.6 billion was suspended in 
March 2011 because of Ukraine’s refusal to continue with 
IMF reforms, in particular raising household utility prices 
to reduce subsidies to the state gas company Naftohaz 
Ukrainy. This confirms what the Nikolai Azarov govern- 
ment has been discussing since summer 2011. 

Three November 2011 auctions for three and five-year 
government bonds with 8.22 and 8.75 percent returns, re- 
spectively, failed to attract buyers, and a March issue of a 
$1.5 billion Eurobond was postponed. The Ukrainian Fi- 
nance Ministry had until then regularly sold government 
bonds denominated in US dollars and Euros. This is a re- 
flection of an overall Western disinterest in investing in 
Ukraine, as seen by the lack of Western interest in recent 
privatizations, and the bidding conditions for the sale of 
the stakes in Ukraine’s energy sector have been specially 
formulated in order to suit oligarchs. The main “foreign” 
investments in the last two years have been Ukrainian and 
Russian capital returning from offshore tax havens such as 
Cyprus, which accounts for a third of FDI into Ukraine. 

Negotiations for Ukraine to issue ruble-denominated 
government bonds are underway between Ukraine and 
Russia’s central banks, Gazprom and the two countries’ 
finance ministries. The bonds would be purchased by 
Russian banks active in the Ukrainian market - VTB 
(President Vladimir Putin is Chairman of its Supervisory 
Board), Russia’s Sverbank, Alfa-Bank and Vnesheconom- 
bank (VEB) - and Kyiv hopes to raise $500 million. Sver- 
bank Board Chairman German Gref, a former economic 
adviser to President Putin, has stated his readiness to assist 
Ukraine in issuing ruble-denominated government bonds 

Until now Ukraine has paid Russia for gas in US dollars 
and has been negotiating since last year to reduce the price 
by a third, or $250 per 1,000 cubic meters, compared to 
$416 last quarter. Ukraine has already borrowed $2 bil- 
lion to pay for Russian gas from VTB Group — a loan that 
matures in June. Last month, Ukraine negotiated a second 
credit line of $2 billion from Gazprombank to pay for im- 
ported gas 

In 2011, Ukraine spent $1 billion in foreign currency 
each month to pay for 40 cubic meters of imported gas 
set in the January 2009 Ukrainian-Russian gas contract 
negotiated by Prime Ministers Yulia Tymoshenko and Pu- 
tin. The move toward ruble-bonds comes at the same time 
as the Yanukovych administration is preparing the ground 
after the October elections for a gas consortium in return 
for a Russian “discount” on the gas price. 

On November 8, 2011, the government sponsored law 
no. 9429, which permitted the reorganization of Nafto- 
haz Ukrainy (an opposition alternative was proposed 
two weeks later). Adopted amendments to the February 
2007 law, initiated by Tymoshenko, will lead to Naftohaz 
Uksainy’s reorganization by the government that will by- 
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pass parliament. This opens up the possibility of privatiza- 
tion of Ukraine’s gas pipelines, opposition deputy Serhiy 
Sobolev said, because the amendments no longer contain 
provisions banning privatization, lease or rent of the pipe- 
lines. 

There are three strategic disadvantages to Ukraine for 
issuing ruble-denominated government bonds. 

Firstly, loans in rubles will be 2-4 percent more expen- 
sive than bonds in US dollars or Euros. The ruble’s ex- 
change rate is highly dependent on the price of oil and 
gas. The cost of imported gas would be dependent on the 
Russian currency which, if it devalues against the US dol- 
lar, would reduce the price, and if it strengthened the price 
would rise. In contrast to Russia, which has a floating ex- 
change rate, Ukraine’s exchange rate is fixed against the 
US dollar. 

Secondly, President Putin has elaborated Russia’s stra- 
tegic goal of restoring the economic space of the former 
USSR (minus the three Baltic states that are EU mem- 
bers). President Putin reportedly controls a “war chest” 
of $20 billion to purchase strategic economic and energy 
sectors in the CIS. Ukraine withdrew from the ruble zone 
in June 1992 and began issuing a temporary currency, the 
karbovanets kupon, which remained in place until 1996 
when Ukraine launched a new currency, the hryvnia. 

Thirdly, Ukraine’s dependence on Russia will inevit- 
ably grow and reduce Kyiv’s leverage in negotiations 
with Moscow. Russia has long sought to control Ukraine’s 
gas pipelines, which transport two thirds of Russian gas, 
and is pressuring Ukraine to join the CIS Customs Union. 
These two goals will become more achievable if Ukraine 
issues ruble-denominated government bonds as Ukraine 
would be heavily dependent on Russian banks crediting 
the Ukrainian economy. 

Kyiv has warned Brussels that the EU should focus on 
Ukzaine’s geopolitical and strategic importance and ig- 
nore democratic regression by threatening that Ukraine 
could drop its European integration efforts in favor of in- 
tegration with Russia and the CIS. Kyiv’s threats should 
be understood as real but are likely to be ignored by both 
the US and EU, and therefore by the IMF. Ukraine is a 
very low priority for both the Barack Obama administra- 
tion, which is in the middle of a re-election campaign, and 
the EU, which is faced with numerous domestic crises. 

Ukraine is over-playing its geopolitical importance and 
dialogue between the US-EU, which is all but frozen. The 
IMF assistance package is unlikely to be revived because 
of US and EU pressure to punish Ukraine for its democrat- 
ic backsliding. The Ukraine-EU Association Agreement 
was initialed on March 30, but its signing by the European 
Council and ratification by parliaments is frozen until pol- 
itical prisoners are released and permitted to participate in 
elections. 


Ukraine, not so subtly, plays the Tymoshenko card 


By Irena Chalupa 

(RFE/RL)—If “all problems” between Ukraine and the 
EU were solved, the parliament in Kyiv could pass extra- 
ordinary legislation to set former Prime Minister Yulia Ty- 
moshenko free from jail. 

That’s what Ukraine’s First Deputy Prime Minister Valeriy 
Khoroshkovskiy was quoted as saying by EurActiv, the spe- 
cialized European Union affairs portal (Euractiv had earlier 
quoted Khoroshkovskiy as saying that Ukraine would set 
Tymoshenko free if the EU signs an association agreement 
with Kyiv, but this was subsequently retracted). 

Khoroshkovskiy said this after European journalists 
pressed him to explain what he meant when he said that do- 
mestic legislation could be changed if it becomes a major 
obstacle to Ukraine’s ambition of closer ties with the EU. 

Ukraine and the EU have initialed an Association and Free 
Trade Agreement. Signing is contingent on Ukraine cleaning 
up its act, ending selective justice, and conducting free-and- 
fair parliamentary elections on October 28. 

The EU is upset over the treatment of former Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who is currently serv- 
ing seven years in prison on charges of abuse of authority. 
She is on a hunger strike to protest her treatment and was 
treated roughly by prison guards as she was taken away to 
a clinic last week. 

Tymoshenko, it would seem, has become a bargaining 
chip for the Ukrainian administration. 

Ukrainian politicians believe that deals like this are nor- 
mal. After all, they conduct these kinds of transactions 
among themselves all the time. Why should dealing with 
Europe be any different? 

Cynicism? Stupidity? Arrogance? Inelegance? Most 


likely all of the above, and then some. 

People like Khoroshkovskiy forget that we live in the 
Internet age. When you put your foot in your mouth, word 
gets out very quickly. 

Ukraine’s most popular political website, Ukrainska 
Pravda, quickly jumped all over the deputy prime min- 
ister’s statement and called it for what it appeared to be: 
blackmail. 

The beleagured Khoroshkovskiy responded by saying 
that his words had been taken out of context and that there 
was likely an error in translation. (This is presumably why 
Euractiv made the aforementioned amendment to its arti- 
cle.) 

But Khoroshkovskiy knows English well. He could have 
picked up on that “error” and set the record straight right 
away, had he wanted to. 

Khoroshkovskiy’s clowning with the press didn’t end 
there. When asked if Ukraine would lean closer to Russia 
ifits EU aspirations do not come to fruition, Khoroshkoy- 
skiy nodded. Asked the same question again, he nodded 
again. When he was asked a third time, he said, “No.” 
Everyone laughed. 

Khoroshkovskiy is a multimillionaire and a close ally 
of Ukraine’s President Viktor Yanukovych. He has come 
a long way from his first jobs as a mechanic and a driver 
for Kyiv’s zoo. He is part of the Firtash group, controlled 
by billionaire Dmytro Firtash, stakeholder of a company 
called RosUkrEnergo, once the one-and-only trader of 
Russian gas to Ukraine. 

Tymoshenko’s 2009 gas deal with Russia, for which she 
is now serving jail time, removed RosUkrEnergo from the 
Russian-Ukrainian gas equation. 
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Ukraine fights 
Euro 2012 boycott 


By Svitlana Dorosh, BBC Ukrainian, Kyiv 

The newly overhauled Olimpiysky stadium 
in Kyiv, listed among the world’s most ex- 
pensive sporting arenas, has 50 seats booked 
for VIP guests attending Euro 2012 matches 
in Ukraine. 

The VIP box was supposed to seat many 
of Europe’s leaders for the final of the tour- 
nament, scheduled for July 1, as Ukraine’s 
President Viktor Yanukovych intended. 

Now though, that luxury box seems des- 
tined to remain empty for the champion- 
ship’s showpiece finale. 

With European leaders threatening to boy- 
cott the matches being played in Ukraine, to 
protest against the treatment of former PM 
Yulia Tymoshenko, this championship, co- 
hosted with Poland, has every chance of be- 
coming one of the most politicised sporting 
events in decades. 

Many political and sports observers in 
Kyiv doubt that the threat to boycott the 
Euro 2012 matches will actually happen. 
And Ukrainian opposition leaders have 
urged Europe’s leaders to boycott Ukraine’s 
authorities rather than the football contest. 

The leader of the opposition Front for 
Change party, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Ukraine’s 
third most popular politician after Viktor 
Yanukovych and Yulia Tymoshenko, urged 
European leaders to come to the champion- 
ship but suggested they ignore the president. 

“The best scenario would be if the Euro- 
pean leaders attended the championship, 
but did not meet President Yanukovych. It’s 
supposed to be a visit to Ukrainians, not to 
Yanukovych,” he said. 

Ukrainian ex-foreign minister and Tym- 
oshenko ally Borys Tarasyuk considers it 
unlikely that a boycott will go ahead, as the 
EU does not have an official, consolidated 
position on the issue. The European Com- 
mission has, however, said none of its offi- 
cials will attend the tournament. 

European leaders are well aware that boy- 
cotting Euro 2012 would also mean ignoring 
the interests of thousands of fans, the former 
minister believes. 

The Ukrainian authorities are focusing on 
the supporters too. 

While Yanukovych has given no com- 
ment on the threats of European leaders as 
significant as Germany’s Chancellor Angela 
Merkel to boycott the tournament, Ukraine’s 

foreign affairs ministry has been open in its 
condemnation. 

“Euro 2012 is sport, not politics, it’s a foot- 
ball championship, not a political summit,” 
said Oleg Voloshyn, the ministry’s spokes- 
man. 

“Solving political problems this way 
means employing Cold War methods.” 

Diplomats say a boycott would be detri- 
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mental primarily to the millions of Ukrain- 
ians who either back other political parties 
or show very little interest-in politics alto- 
gether. 

And people posting on a BBC Ukrainian 
forum appear to agree that ordinary people 
should not suffer because of politicians. 

“This boycott is not a slap for our polit- 
icians, it’s a slap to Ukrainians who are 
looking forward to welcoming our European 
guests,” says one contributor. “By this logic, 
we should boycott all significant events in 
the world, including in Russia, China and 
other countries.” 

European leaders are threatening a boycott 
over alleged mistreatment of ex-PM Yulia 
Tymoshenko 

“Tt’s our politicians who should be boy- 
cotted, not the football,” Thor from Cher- 
nivsti in western Ukraine argues. 

“What does Euro 2012 have to do with it? 
Let them ban our authorities from Europe, 
or suspend their accounts! Why do people 
have to suffer?” writes Oleksiy from Ivano- 
Frankivsk in west Ukraine. 

Having spent $10bn on Euro 2012, the 
Ukrainian government feels confident the 
championship will take place, whatever 
European leaders might say. 

“When we came to office, the treasury was 
empty, but we found money to overhaul sta- 
diums, build airports, motorways, bridges, 
road junctions, repair hospitals, and now 
they say ‘we'll boycott Еиго'," Ukraine’s 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov complained. 

“How should we take this? Who do they 
want to humiliate? It’s a humiliation to all of 
us, all the people,” he added. 

May 9, Yulia Tymoshenko was moved 
from Kachanivska prison to a hospital in 
Kharkiv, one of the Euro 2012 host cities. 

The former PM gave her consent to be 
treated there, as long it was by German doc- 
tors. 

Her transfer to hospital follows months of 
European pressure and a continuous argu- 
ment between Ms Tymoshenko and Ukrain- 
ian officials, in whom she has little trust. 

Commentators in Kyiv believe this de- 
velopment may soften Europe’s strong stand 
against the Ukrainian authorities. But the 
controversy has already caused Ukraine sig- 
nificant political damage, in the opinion of 
sports correspondent Mykola Nesenyuk. 

“Kyiv repeatedly emphasised that Euro 
2012 would add to Ukraine’s international 
rating. But today this goal seems unattain- 
able, even if the contest takes place here,” he 
told BBC Ukrainian. 


Russia, Poland oppose Ukraine boycott 


(RFE/RL)—Russia and Poland have criti- 
cized calls in Western Europe to boycott 
Euro 2012 co-host Ukraine during the soccer 
championship over the treatment of jailed 
ex-prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko. 

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk said 
his country was sympathetic to concerns 
about the condition of Tymoshenko. 

But he suggested Tymoshenko herself 
would be reluctant to see years of prepara- 
tions wasted by a European boycott. 

Russian President-elect Vladimir Putin 
also indicated on May 3 that he opposed a 
boycott, saying that “under no circumstances 
should one mix politics...with sports.” 

Putin even offered to accept Tymoshenko 
for medical treatment, if Tymoshenko and 
Ukrainian authorities agreed. 

“If Yulia Volodymyrivna thinks it’s pos- 
sible and if the Ukrainian government, our 
Ukrainian partners agree to it, we will be 
happy to accept Yulia Tymoshenko in Russia 
for medical treatment,” Putin said. 

In Kyiv, Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry on 
May 3 said a boycott of the sporting event 


would be a “destructive attempt” to politi- 
cize sport. 

Austrian and German officials have indi- 
cated they will skip all Ukraine matches over 
the Tymoshenko issue. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, mean- 
while, urged Ukrainian leaders on May 3 to 
allow Tymoshenko “proper treatment.” She 
reiterated Berlin’s offer for Tymoshenko to 
receive medical treatment in Germany. 

Merkel said she had not yet decided wheth- 
er to stay away from the matches to be held 
in Ukraine. 

Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spin- 
delegger said on May 2 that no Austrian gov- 
ernment official would attend any matches 
held in Ukraine during the tournament, 
which begins on June 8, due to the Tym- 
oshenko situation. 

EU foreign-policy chief Catherine Ashton 
and European Commission President Jose 
Manuel Barroso have also signaled their 
concern about the faimess of Tymoshenko’s 
trial and treatment. 
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Shevchenko eager to lead 
Ukraine’s attack at Euro 2012 


Richard Balmforth, 
The Independent, May 3, 2012 

Andriy Shevchenko is not sure if he will 
make a final appearance for the co-hosts 
Ukraine at Euro 2012, but feels certain 
that, even without his inspiration, a young 
Ukrainian team can spring a surprise. 

The former Milan and Chelsea striker will re- 
tire from the national side after the tournament, 
just three months before he turns 36. Though 
he has been fighting for fitness, to claim a regu- 
lar place in the Dynamo Kyiv team, he feels:he 
can represent Ukraine one last time. 

With or without him, Ukraine cannot be 
written off, he says, even though they are 
drawn against England, France and Sweden 
in Group D. 

“We have a young team with potential. 
A lot will depend on how the young play- 
ers will deal with the psychological factor,” 
Shevchenko said yesterday. “There will be 
special pressure on them. If they can han- 
dle this, we have a good chance of getting 
through the group. 

“The strongest part of our game is a quick 
switch from defence to attack. We have got a 
lot of fast players. So our game will be built 
on swift counter-attacks, using the wings. 
These are the strong cards we have to play. 
We will try to use them.” 

Ukraine coach, Oleg Blokhin, parachuted 
into the hot seat only a year ago, is faced 
with finding the backbone to stiffen a weak 
and unstable defence, a problem Shevchenko 
recognised. “We sometimes have problems 
in the air and, though we have some strong 
defenders, we often make mistakes from set 
pieces,” he said. “We have to work on this 
and correct things, especially with strong 
teams like England and Sweden.” 

A goalkeeper crisis has also emerged. An- 
driy Dykan, who plays for Spartak Moscow, 
is in danger of missing the tournament after 
suffering head and facial injuries in a Rus- 
sian Premier League match. 

Following a two-year suspension, handed 
to Olexandr Rybka, for use of a banned diur- 
etic, this had left Olexandr Shovkovskiy as 
Ukraine’s only fit and experienced keeper. 
But Shovkovskiy was yesterday ruled out of 
the Euros with a shoulder injury picked up 
in a domestic match last week that will keep 
him sidelined for at least three months. 

“Instead of preparations for Euro 2012, I 
will have an operation on my shoulder joint 


ligaments and undergo rehabilitation,” the 
Dynamo Kyiv keeper said. “The most im- 
portant thing is for the operation to be a suc- 
cess. I expect my rehabilitation to take three 
months.” The 37-year-old’s absence will be 
a major blow for the co-hosts. 

Renowned for his penalty-saving ability, 
Shovkovskiy, who has 92 caps, became the 
first goalkeeper in World Cup history not to 
concede a goal during a penalty shoot-out at 
the Germany tournament in 2006. 

Dykan looks set to miss the finals after 
picking up a serious injury in March. “I am 
desperate to be fit enough for the Euro 2012 
tournament but time is passing and I under- 
stand that my dreams of playing are vanish- 
ing,” he was quoted as saying last week. 

Ukraine play Sweden in their opening 
match on June 11 and Shevchenko re- 
cognised the threat that Sweden’s formid- 
able striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic will pose for 
the host team’s uncertain defence. “Zlatan is 
a player of the highest class,” Shevchenko 
said. “He is having a dazzling season with 
Milan. He is very fit. A lot will depend on 
how we play as a team against Sweden. We 
have got to put the accent on teamwork.” 

But he said the tall, agile attacker, who is the 
top goalscorer in the Italian Championship, 
often disappointed at national level, compared 
to his club performance. “The trainers and de- 
fenders will be analysing Ibrahimovic’s game 

in detail,” Shevchenko said. 

He added that the France coach, Laurent 
Blanc, had improved the side, with Karim 
Benzema emerging as a menace to de- 
fences, but said teamwork was the quality 
that would really matter. “Only teamwork 
will bring success. The England team have 
a good chance of making the final. Wayne 
Rooney, Steven Gerrard and Frank Lampard, 
Ashley Young — they all represent a real 
threat,’ Shevchenko said. 

Shevchenko is the all-time top scorer for 
Ukraine with 46 goals and was European 
Footballer of the Year in 2004. Whether he 
plays or not is likely to depend on a thigh 
injury and a persistent back problem. 

He has also to impress Blokhin, himself a 
legend of Ukrainian football in Soviet times 
and a former European Footballer of the 
Year too. 

Asked in March about Shevchenko, Blo- 
khin replied laconically: “Names do not play 
football. If they did, I could be playing now.” 


Ukraine seeks revival of past prowess 


(Euronews)—Football was the most popu- 
lar sport in Ukraine during the Soviet era. 
After the revolution and the civil war in the 
1920s, the Bolsheviks encouraged people to 
play football and Ukraine became a power- 
house of Soviet soccer. 

Dynamo Kyiv became one of the strongest 
teams in Europe. Euronews went to the Dy- 
namo school to see if, 20 years after independ- 
ence, it is still the workshop of champions. 

“The difference is that they have good 
conditions for doing sport, playing football. 
We didn’t have that. When I started training, 
I was playing with a tin can, not a ball. After 
the war, we didn’t even have food. These 
guys have everything, but they might lack 
the character to be the best among their peers 
and among others,” says youth coach Vitaliy 
Khmelnytsky. 

One of Ukrainian’s biggest football stars 
was Oleg Blokhin, the Dynamo striker who 
defeated Bayern Munich in 1975 in the 
Super Cup final. That victory is still seen as 
a major sporting achievement in Ukraine. He 
is now the Ukrainian national team’s coach 
and the Soviet Premier League’s all-time top 
scorer with 211 goals. 

“During the Soviet era, there were many 
Olympic champions from Ukraine in different 
kinds of sports. The USSR national team was 
mainly Ukrainians for the last 30-40 years. 
Now it’s not the same. Maybe because young- 
sters have everything and other things distract 
kids from football,” says Khmelnytsky. 

Fozzie is a singer with TNMK, one of the 
most famous hip-hop bands in Ukraine. He 


says he gets inspiration from football. 

“J think the attitude to football is the only 
thing that hasn’t changed in 20 years in 
Ukraine. Football was the most popular sport 
in Ukraine, the most popular social phenom- 
enon, and it still is. So, the same as 20 years 
ago, all men are interested in football. The 
country has changed, but the attitude to foot- 
ball — no. It is the same. 

“Euro 2012 is historically, the first time that 
Ukraine — and I hope not the last time — that 
the country had a deadline to do something, 
because in the tradition of the Soviet lies 
everybody was saying ‘Elect us and then, later 
everything will be good’. Now for the first 
time, they said that by June Ist, 2012, we will 
have built the roads. They have been built fast, 
but they have been built. This is the first dead- 
line in the history of Ukraine,“ he says. 

But the winner of the first Ukrainian Pre- 
miere League championship after the split 
from the USSR was Crimea’s Tavryia Sim- 
feropol, which beat Dynamo Kyiv in the 
final in 1992. How about Ukraine’s Euro- 
pean competitiveness? 

“Ukrainians are a Cossack nation and they 
don’t like losing. Ukrainians want and have 
a habit of being first. So I would say that the 
Ukraine national team will be a threat to Euro- 
pean football teams,” says Khmelnytsky. 

Andriy Shevchenko is the Ukrainian na- 
tional team’s best striker. He had to leave his 
village when he was nine because it was near 
Chornobyl. 

He went on to glory and riches in Italian 
and English football. 
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(UEFA)—Coach Oleh Blokhin 
has named his 26-man provisional 
squad for Ukraine’s UEFA EURO 
2012 preparatory camp in Turkey 
later this month, with eight further 
players placed on standby. 

Blokhin’s squad, which will take 
part in a ten-day training camp 
from May 15 onwards, includes 
five players from Ukrainian Pre- 
mier League leaders FC Shakhtar 
Donetsk and two based abroad, 
while FC Dynamo Kyiv boast the 
greatest representation with ten 
players hailing from the capital 
club. 

Injured Shakhtar defender Dmy- 
tro Chygrynskiy is one of several 
notable absentees, but Blokhin’s 
greatest concern is in the goalkeep- 
ing department, with his three lead- 
ing contenders all unavailable for 
selection. 

Blokhin has responded by calling 
up fresh faces including 25-year- 
old FC Metalurh Donetsk keeper 
Oleksandr Bandura, who has no 
international experience at any 
age level, and Dynamo’s Maxym 
Koval, who has attended a Ukraine 
training camp on just one occasion. 

Metalist’s Oleksandr Согуаїпоу, 
meanwhile, is 17 years Koval’s 
senior yet has played just once for 
the national side, when helping 
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Ukraine squad short on goalkeeping experience 


Oleh Blokhin 


Ukraine overcome Lithuania 4-0 in 
May 2010 and becoming his coun- 
try’s eldest debutant at the age of 
34 in the process. 

Eight more players have been in- 
cluded in the reserve list including 
the uncapped Oleksandr Volovyk 
and Olexandr Kovpak, of Metalurh 
and FC Arsenal Kyiv respectively. 
“These players will not travel to 
Turkey, but they need to maintain 
their form in order to be ready to 
join the team at any moment,” said 
Blokhin. 

Ukraine will begin their UEFA 
EURO 2012 campaign in Group D 
against Sweden on 11 June before 
meeting France four days later. The 


co-hosts, who will prepare for the 
tournament with friendly matches 
against Estonia (28 May), Austria 
(1 June) and Turkey (5 June), will 
then face England on 19 June. 
Ukraine provisional squad 
Goalkeepers: Oleksandr Ban- 
dura (FC Méetalurh Donetsk), 
Oleksandr Goryainoy (FC Metal- 
ist Kharkiv), Maxym Koval (FC 
Dynamo Kyiv), Andriy Pyatov (FC 


Shakhtar Donetsk). 
Defenders: Bohdan Butko (FC 
Illychivets Mariupil), Olexandr 


Kucher (FC Shakhtar Donetsk), 
Vitaly Mandziuk (FC Dnipro Dni- 
propetrovsk), Taras Mikhalik (FC 
Dynamo Kyiv), Yaroslav Rakitskiy 


(FC Shakhtar Donetsk), Yevhen 
Selin (FC Vorskla Poltava), Yevhen 
Khacheridi (FC Dynamo Kyiv), 
Vyacheslav Shevchuk (FC Shakh- 
tar Donetsk). 

Midfielders: Olexandr Aliyev 
(FC Dynamo Kyiv), Denys Gar- 
mash (FC Dynamo Kyiv), Oleh 
Gusev (FC Dynamo Kyiv), Yevhen 


7) Konoplyanka (ЕС Dnipro Dnipro- 


petrovsk), Serhiy Nazarenko (SC 
Tavriya Simferopol), Ruslan Rotan 
(FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk), Taras 
Stepanenko (FC Dynamo Kyiv), 
Anatoliy Tymoshchuk (FC Bay- 
ern Miinchen), Andriy Yarmolenko 
(FC Dynamo Kyiv). 

Forwards: Andriy Voronin (FC 
Dinamo Moskva), Marko Devié 
(FC Metalist Kharkiv), Artem 
Milevskiy (FC Dynamo Kyiv), 
Yevhen Seleznyov (FC Shakhtar 
Donetsk), Andriy Shevchenko (FC 
Dynamo Kyiv). 

On standby: Roman Bezus 
(FC Vorskla Poltava), Oleksandr 
Volovyk (FC Metalurh Don- 
etsk), Edmar (FC Metalist Khar- 
kiv), Maxym Kalynychenko (SC 
Tavriya Simferopol), Olexandr 
Kovpak (FC Arsenal Kyiv), Artem 
Fedetskiy (FC Karpaty Lviv), An- 
ton Shinder (SC Таугіуа Simfero- 
pol), Bohdan Shust (FC Shakhtar 
Donetsk). 


Shakhtar keep hold of Ukrainian Cup 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
have retained the Ukrainian Cup 
after defeating FC Metalurh Don- 
etsk 2-1 at the Olympic Stadium, 
May 6. 

The Pitmen took the lead through 
Alex Teixeira on 23 minutes and 
although Nicolay Morozuk’s free- 
kick drew things level after the 


Lucescu, ensuring he surpassed 
the previous record he shared with 
Valeriy Lobanovskty and Viktor 
Prokopenko. 

Shakhtar started purposefully 
and gained the advantage when 
Teixeira broke into the box, beat 
defender Vyacheslav Checher and 
lobbed his finish over Oleksandr 
Bandura with the aid of a slight de- 


game. 

Lucescu said: “I guess it was 
a spectacular match, a real foot- 
ball show for fans. We dominated 
before the break and could have 
scored many times. If we had 
scored the second goal from one 
of our numerous opportunities, it 
would have been much easier for 
us. But we missed lots of chances 


and as a result the players lost their 
confidence. 

“In the end, all the guys were 
really exhausted but still we were 
more organised and purposeful in 
attacking; that’s why our win is 
fair. I must confess that I didn’t ex- 
pect such resistance from Metalurh. 
They deserve plaudits for the way 
they prepared for this game.” 


break, Olexandr Kucher made 
the decisive contribution in extra 
time. The victory was a fourth in 
the competition for coach Mircea 
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BEST HOTELEXPERIENCE IN UKRAINE! 


Hotel Hatky Ruslany, is located in the Carpathian 
Mountains near Vorokhta, Ivano-Frankivsk province, 12 
km. from Hoverla, Ukraine’s tallest mountain and 17 
km. from Bukovel, one of Europe’s fastest growing ski 
centres. Half hour travel to Yaremche and one hour to 
Ivano-Frankivsk Airport. 


Each chalet suite is uniquely decorated and offers full 
amenities including working fireplaces! Open year 
round with WESTERN style services, enjoy skiing in 
WINTER, water rafting, mountain biking and hiking 
in SUMMER. Or just enjoy the mountain view while 
reading a book by the pool. Sauna on site as well as an 
excellent restaurant offering delicious Ukrainian fusion 
style food, steps away from your log cabin. Go to: 


www.hatkyruslany.com.ua 


TRAVELLING TO UKRAINE? 
SEE YOU AT HOTEL XATKY RUSLANY!! 


flection. A second appeared likely 
to follow until the 69th minute, 
when Morozuk’s set-piece restored 
parity. 

The league leaders responded 
strongly again but needed two un- 
likely heroes to settle matters in the 
105th minute. Yaroslav Rakitskiy’s 
ferocious effort was kept out, but 
his central defensive partner Ku- 
cher was on hand to slot in the re- 
bound. Metalurh could not conjure 
another equaliser and Shakhtar in- 
stead claimed their eighth Ukrain- 
ian Cup. A repeat of last year’s 
domestic double will be confirmed 
if they overcome bottom side PFC 
Olexandriya in their final league 


Mircea Lucescu gets his hands on the Ukrainian Cup for the fourth time 


Euro fans face ‘criminal’ police, AI says 


(CNN)—Soccer fans traveling to Ukraine for this 
summer’s European Championships have been 
warned they will face a “criminal” police force mired 
in so many abuse scandals that their behavior threat- 
ens to ruin the showpiece tournament. 

The Amnesty International report “Ukraine: Euro 
2012 jeopardised by criminal police force” details 
how Uksaine’s security forces have been implicated 
in numerous cases of torture and extortion in cities 
due to host matches. 

According to the report, one recent case in the 
western city of Lviv — where Germany, Portugal 
and Denmark will play — details how two men were 
beaten, robbed and then imprisoned by six police of- 
ficers after a disagreement in a bar. 

Prosecutors originally refused to open a criminal 
case until CCTV footage emerged of the incident after 
one of the men’s lawyers gave an interview to a local 
TV station. 

“The Ukrainian government must take action now 
to stop widespread police criminality,” said John Dal- 
huisen, Amnesty International’s director for Europe 
and Central Asia. 

“Failure to do so will encourage them to continue 


acting as a law unto themselves and put Euro 2012 
fans in danger from a force that is out of control.” 

Tens of thousands of fans from across Europe are ex- 
pected to arrive in Ukraine next month when the tour- 
nament — which is being co-hosted with neighboring 
Poland — begins on June 8. 

Despite huge investment in the country’s transport 
infrastructure, Ukraine has struggled in the run up to 
the tournament. Stadium delays had initially put the 
country’s hosting of the tournament in jeopardy but 
now new problems have emerged. 

Hotel prices during the tournament have risen so 
sharply due to profiteering that Michel Platini, head of 
European football’s governing body UEFA, was un- 
usually critical when visiting Ukraine last month for 
the opening of a new airport terminal. 

“Tt’s annoying to have made a lot of investment and 
then say to people that they can’t come because there 
are bandits and crooks who want to make a lot of 
money during this Euro,” he told the assembled press 
in Lviv. 

Security concerns were raised when multiple bombs 
exploded in the city of Dnipropetrovsk, close to Don- 
etsk where some of the matches will be played. 


